









Village Hall open again as COVID rules eased

It was the sign that we’ve all been waiting for - all around the village fingers 
are crossed - but nobody wants to ask the question  

COULD WE BE GETTING 
BACK TO NORMAL?

It was just like the 
good old days down at 
the Village Hall 

Susan and Isobel were on the 
door and supervising the raffle,  
Yvonne and Vera were taking care 
of the cakes and scones, an army 
of helpers was keeping the coffee 
and the home baking supplied to 
those who had turned up in 
numbers to support the charity. 
And up in the corner, the Primary 
School were having a ball.


The annual McMillan Nurses 
Charity coffee morning was back 
in the Hall and collecting nearly 
£1000 from villagers and their 
fr iends for a worthy cause. 
Organised by the Community 
Association, the event was an 
important sign that things may be 
looking up for for us. 

Slowly, so very slowly, these signs 
are starting to look good.The 
r e l a x a t i o n o f t h e C O V I D 

restrictions on mixing and mingling 
has helped sufficiently to allow 
some events to take place. 

And so, our village organisations 
are slowly getting back to their 
normal levels of activity.


THE QUILTERS 
Meeting again every 

Monday & Thursday evening 
At 6.30 

THE SHOP 
Has had its AGM 

THE SCIO 
Will hold a members’ meeting  

on 19th of October 

THE COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATION 

Is now planning a programme of 
events for the coming Festive 

Season 

So, let’s take the opportunity to 
get together as a community and 
go forward with a combined 
programme of activities which will 
have something for everyone.

There are lots of new faces around 
so let’s encourage our new 
neighbours to take part in all 
aspects of village life. 

Barr Education and 
Training Fund to be 

established. 
Residents of Barr will soon 
be able to apply for a grant 
f r o m a s o o n t o b e 
established support fund. 
Its aim is to provide funding 
to help people who wish to 
complete an education or 
training course.  
The scheme, operated by 
the Barr Community Fund 
will provide course costs and 
bursaries to enable people 
t o a c q u i re n e w s k i l l s , 
knowledge or  qualifications. 

More information can be 
found inside. 
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DATES FOR 
YOUR DIARY

Strictly Come Dancing has 
started, the Great British 
Bake is cooking away, it can 
only mean one thing - 
Autumn has arrived. So Barr 
Community Association has 
been working to put together 
a programme of activities to 
see the year out. 
Here are some dates for your 
diary.

Sat 6th Nov, 6pm at Playpark 
Our annual fireworks display 
No bonfire this year. 

Sun 14th Nov, Remembrance 
service at Church with Rev 
Jim Guthrie
Followed by a service at War 
Memorial, Gather at 10.45. All 
invited back to hall for soup and 
rolls in partnership with Barr 
Parish Church.

Sat 27th Nov, 8 till 12, 
Autumn dance with the 
fabulous band Dakota in the 
hall.

Fri 3rd Dec 6pm
Grand Christmas Light Switch 
on at hall.

VIP Christmas Dinner 
Date to be confirmed.

New Year’s Eve - 31Dec.
Village Hogmanay Party in Hall
BYOB



SCIO CATCH UP 

With COVID restrictions easing, and face to face meetings with the Creetown Initiative staff now able 
to take place, Barr Community SCIO has been developing other projects to benefit the community while 

the proposals for the development of the Hall have been put on hold. 

Green Spaces 

South Ayrshire Council’s Housing Manager has granted permission for development of the proposal to develop a green space in 
the village into a wild flower meadow with accessibility through the centre. This exciting news means we can now, with 
community involvement,  begin work on it. 

We have since held another meeting, in August, which was open to any local person interested in joining a working group to 
undertake voluntary work to improve some of our outdoor spaces. Ten people have stepped forward, and key areas in the 
village, which could benefit from maintenance improvement, have been identified. Our SCIO has also taken out insurance to 
cover activities of this nature.  

Amy, our Community Development Officer (CDO) has been in contact with Fiona Ross, Co-ordinator of Grounds Maintenance for 
South Ayrshire Council, to seek permission to undertake this work. After a site visit in the village, carried out by Fiona and Cllr. 
Alec Clark, accompanied by Alex Tait, Chair of Barr SCIO  along with with members of the Community Council, the go ahead has 
been given to repair the mosaic human sundial located on the grassy bank opposite the hall and our amazing volunteers are 
already on the case  We’ll also be carrying out other outdoor maintenance and improvement work in the months to come. If 
you’re interested in volunteering in this project, or any other SCIO 
project, please contact Amy-Dee Watson at 
barrscioprojectofficer@gmail.com or 01671 820654.  

Barr Trails 

Our CDO has now walked parts of the Trails to obtain a better 
understanding this wonderful asset and has contacted Rachel 
Shipley, Outdoor Access Officer from South Ayrshire Council, 
regarding Barr trails signage, maps and promotion. It appears that 
not all of the trails are identified on the current map and there 
appear to be problems with colour coding and waymarkers along 
the trails. And it’s felt that some trails would benefit from improve 
signage. 

Contact has also been made with Lyndy Renwick from Forestry and 
Land to ascertain their position on the Barr Trails.  

Amy is now working with Rachel, Lyndy and the community to have 
new maps created and large signs updated.  This will ensure that 
the maps, signs and waymarkers are all consistent.  

Amy has submitted a funding application to Kilgallioch Community 
Fund for funding to redevelop the village website as, whilst it has 
served a great purpose, it is now a little dated and it is not 
particularly intuitive to use. The website will still have the key 
function of providing updates about all events, activities and 
groups in Barr. We hope to hear the outcome of this funding in 
September. 

Stay in Touch 

If you’re not already a member of Barr Community SCIO, please do 
become one! Membership is free and is open to all residents of Barr Parish aged over 16. Becoming a member simply means 
that you support the community-centred aims and objectives of the SCIO and you can vote at Members’ Meetings or AGMs. 
We’ll also send you updates from time to time. For a membership form, please either contact Amy-Dee Watson at 
barrscioprojectofficer@gmail.com, or speak to any of the SCIO Board Members.  
For those of you who use social media, follow Barr Community SCIO on Facebook www.facebook.com/barrcommunityscio. 

A note from the editor: 
Firstly, my apologies to those of you who submitted words or pictures for inclusion in this 
edition of the Barrometer which we have been unable to place. We encountered some 
serious technical difficulties late on in the process of bringing the paper out which has 
meant that there will be some disappointment around - particularly at the Primary School, 
the activities of which have gone unreported this time. You’ll also see some unsightly gaps 
in text and  unusually large print in places. Sorry about that, they proved unavoidable. 
Nevertheless, I hope you will enjoy what we have managed to produce. Please feel free to 
let us have any news or pictures you’d like included and we will do our best in the next 
issue. Reach us at: alastair_smith45@icloud.com

mailto:barrscioprojectofficer@gmail.com
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NEWS FROM OVER THE SHOP COUNTER 
Ayrshire Market Fresh are new stockists 

Our shop and cafe have had an interesting few months with 
funding applications, post office change over and the new ideas 
of Kasia and Carly. Kasia has started a new afternoon tea which 
is available to book in advance every Saturday, pizzas which 
are fabulously made from scratch by our volunteer felicity are 
selling very well, these are once a month specials. Carly has set 
to work moving the shop contents all around to keep you on 
your toes, confuse you and ultimately improve the layout of the 
shop. The next big move is the fridges. 
  
We are delighted to have made a successful application to Carrick 
Futures for half the money to buy the shop building and are applying to 
the Scottish Land Fund for the other half. 
  
In the shop we are focusing on sourcing as much local fresh produce 
as we can, we have a new stockist in Ayrshire Market Fresh which 
supplies local milk, bread, honey, chutney, veg, jam, Dalduff meat, 
Dunlop and Arran cheese and venison. Take a look at their website and 
put your orders in on Tuesday at the shop for a Saturday delivery. 

We still have our local stock from Hendries and Purdies which are 
fresh in on Fridays. Order at the shop before Thursday 1pm for these. 
  
As new managers, Carly and Kasia are committed to helping 
the community benefit from the shop in the best way possible, 
we want you to feel part of the shop and let us know what you 
think, either by becoming a member, volunteering or just 
coming in and having a chat. The community aspect of the shop 
is very important to us. 
  
Coming up we are looking at doing a number of events to help 
bring the community and social aspect of Barr together, 
including tasting evenings, pizza nights for teenagers, sweets 
galore,  board game evening, healthy foods event, swap shop- 
clothing etc 

 Look out for more information on these and if you’d like to 
volunteer please let us know. 

RED SQUIRREL FAMILY  RIGHT AT HOME 

 A pair of red squirrels have moved into a Barr garden during the summer 
and have already produced two “kittens” who appear to be thriving in the 
trees surrounding the, as yet, unnamed property.


Kathryn Fingland, of the Save Scotland’s Red 
Squirrels, a volunteer group formed to protect 
the “reds” said the sighting was “great news” 
and the information would be recorded to 
help the group determine where the grey 
squirrels, who are a threat to the existence of 
our native reds, are populating and where the 
red squirrels are recovering.  She said that 
there have been sightings reported in Barr in 
the past but this would be the first breeding 
pair seen in the area.


If you see a “red” around the area you 
should report the sighting to: 
scottishsquirrels.org.uk/squirrel-sightings 

FULL TEAM NOW AT  
NEW COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

A MESSAGE FROM  
THE CHAIR  

TOM WALKER 

The new Barr community council has 
started meeting and I encourage 
everyone to get involved. There are a lot 
of new people in the village and your 
views are very welcome, and if you are a 
long term resident then I would equally 
urge you to come along to one of our 
meetings.  

What exactly does a community council 
do?  

The community council can provide small 
grant funding of up to £500 for groups 
within the village. We also receive news 
of upcoming developments such as new 
wind farms or plantations, and give a 
response to various stages of the 
consultation process. These are a few of 
the things, from large to small, that the 
community council is involved with. 

We meet on the second Thursday of the 
month at 7pm in the village hall and the 
more participants the better. Everyone 
from the community can come along to 
raise any issues at the open forum and I 
look forward to seeing you there. 
Alternatively you can get in touch by 
email at: 
communitycouncil@barrvillage.co.uk 

The past year and a half has been 
difficult but it has been brilliant to see 
a growing amount of activity around 
Barr. I hope that a full programme of 
activities will go ahead next year as 
normal as well as new ideas and 
projects. We are lucky to have a variety 
of organisations in the village including 
the community association, shop, SCIO, 
bowling club, church, quilters, PTA and 
others. I am sure that the community 
council will do what it can to support 
them all and that our community spirit 
will work together for the betterment 
of Barr. 

mailto:communitycouncil@barrvillage.co.uk


“Congratulations’’ also to Leigh 
Gunson who has achieved her 
long-held “dream” of gaining a 
university degree. 
The award of an Honours Degree 
in Psychology from the Open 
University was a tremendous 
achievement for her after years of 
study. 
A delighted Leigh said; ”Finally, in 
my 50th year, I’ve achieved my 

long-held dream of gaining a 
university degree - a dream which has been around for 
more than 30 years though only a practicable ambition 
over the last six in the grand scheme of things when I 
really got down to doing some hard studying for it. 
The degree covers modules including Psychology of 

Youth and Childhood, Child Psychology, and Counselling 
and Forensic Psychology, which Leigh simplified by 
describing it as mostly just involving looking at human 
brains and trying to understand why we do the things we 
do.   I am extremely thankful that I eventually got the 
opportunity to study at this kind of level. And I 
proved myself right! I did have a degree in me after all ! 

Hannah Graham - Andrew McBride 
The “Bonny Banks of Loch Lomond” provided a fairy 
tale setting for the wedding of Hannah Graham recently. 

Hannah, daughter of Andy and Libby Graham of 
Glenginnet Road, chose the idyllic setting for her 
marriage to Dundonian, Andrew McBride in July. 

Family and friends gathered in glorious sunny weather 
to celebrate their wedding at The Lodge on the shores 
of Scotland’s world-famous beauty spot. 

They met while studying at Strathclyde University a 
number of years ago and, true to the words of the 
famous song, they “Took the High Road” for a 
honeymoon on the north west coast of Scotland.

Heather Scobie - Murray Stevenson 

September saw the wedding, at Enterkine House, of Heather, daughter of 
John and Senga Scobie of the Clachan when Heather married long time 
boy friend and partner, Murray Stevenson, of Dailly. 
The couple met four years ago as Heather was finishing her nursing 
training. She is now a nurse at Ayr Hospital. 
Murray is a farmer on his family Farm, Balcairnie where the couple now 
live in a cottage along with their 2 year old son Thomas. 

And an Honours Degree for Leigh 
“I knew I could do it” she says  

Leigh and her proud family went to Culzean Castle to celebrate 
her tremendous occasion and to grab a superb background for 
a posterity picture. (l to r: Eleanor, Samuel, Leigh, husband 
Chris and Joe.)

WEDDING BELLS FOR  LOCAL  LASSES 
WE’RE SURE YOU’LL WANT TO JOIN WITH US IN WISHING OUR VILLAGE GIRLS;   
HANNAH AND HEATHER.AND THEIR HUSBANDS LONG AND HAPPY MARRIAGES 



Above: clockwise from l to r : Lunch under cover at Culzean; 
Fun down on the farm; Bowled over at the bowling. 

KIDS “GET INTO SUMMER”  
WITH A VENGEANCE 

The Community Association together with 
Barr Primary School’s Parent Council were 
successful in getting funding from South  
Ayrshire Council’s “Get Into Summer” fund to 
encourage summer activities for village 
children.  
Volunteers, parents and Association members 
joined together to put together an exciting 
programme of activities, although, thanks to the 
easing of the COVID lockdown, the number of 
children taking up the offer to participate was 
disappointing. Many families had taken the 
opportunity to go away and catch up with family 
and friends. 

Although the planned orienteering day was 
cancelled due to the weather and a lack of take-
up, the equipment purchased is now in hall for 
future use.

The first trip was to Culzean Castle using the 
village’s National Trust membership tickets. A 
“pop-up” BBQ lunch was provided by helpers 
Felicity, Elaine and Larissa. Although it was one 
of the few wet days during the summer holidays 
shelter was found and fun had! 

A day out at the beach was the next event - fish 
and chips, ice creams, rides on the Biosphere 
bikes and peddling round the boating lake. The 
beach was fabulous, paddling in the sea and 
castle building, a true local day out. Support local 
businesses as well as a traditional summer 
activity.

A lot of summer activities are now quite 
expensive when taking a number of children and 
parents, so next on the list was a day out at 
Heads of Ayr Farm Park. A good turn out and 
fabulous weather again made this a very popular 
event. We followed this with a competitive night 
at LA Bowl. Singing on the bus on the way 
ending with sleepy kids on the way back. Using 
some of the funding to provide ongoing activities, 
we purchased items for the primary school to 
setup a small gardening club, working to provide 
a floral show for the spring and bird table etc so 
they can take part in bird watching activities. 

Thanks to Dave, Sharon and John for driving the 
bus to the various activities and thanks to SAC 
for their “Get into Summer” funding.


A FOND FAREWELL 

Well Folks, 

As you will now be aware, I have left my position as 
Hallkeeper after six years to take up my new job as 
Janitor at our local village school. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all.   

I have enjoyed my time as Hallkeeper and have made 
many friends who, sadly, I will miss. 

But new horizons beckon and new challenges and 
opportunities lie ahead and I would like to wish each 
and every one of you “All the best” 

Many thanks  

“WULLIE”

 

C O U L D  Y O U  B E  A  P A N E L  M E M B E R  A N D  M A K E

D E C I S I O N S  O N  H O W  G R A N T S  A R E  A W A R D E D ?

Volunteer Panel members make a contribution to the community of Barr and help you enhance

your skills and experience.  You don't need special skills, just a commitment to securing the

best future for Barr.  The Panel meet approximately four times per year. 

Closing date for applications - 22nd October 2021

 

For more information go to the Barr Fund webpage at www.foundationscotland.org.uk

Contact Clare Graham, Foundation Scotland at 

clare@foundationscotland.org.uk or 07554 70954

 
 

Foundation Scotland is a Scottish charity, SC022910

 

Barr Community Fund

Administration is provided by Foundation Scotland, a

national charity with experience in community-led grant

making, who will provide full training and ongoing support.

Barr Community Fund is funded by SSE community benefit funding from the

Hadyard Hill windfarm and Falck Renewables from its Assel Valley windfarm. 

 Grants that benefit the community of Barr are available.

COMING SOON!  

BARR 

EDUCATION & TRAINING FUND

Do you live in Barr?

Do you want to complete an education or training course

to help you gain, retain or enhance employment?
 

If you answer yes to both these questions, then you will be able to apply for a grant from

the soon to be established Barr Education and Training Fund. The fund will cover course

costs and provide bursaries to individuals to help you acquire new skills, knowledge and

qualifications. 

Further announcements will be found on the website detailed below 

and on local social media

VACANCY!



l to r 
Robin, 
Jenny 
and 
Dave 
drying 
off 
after 
the 
swim 

INTREPID SWIMMERS BRAVE THE  
ICY WATERS OF LOCH LOMOND


 Always up for a challenge, Barr’s Dave Sherry 
began to think it might not have been such a good 
idea as he plunged into the icy waters of Loch 
Lomond. 

Near neighbours and keen swimmers Robin and Jenny 
Evans-Jones had taken part in the annual “Go Swim” event in 
2019 and Robin had challenged Dave to do it the following 
year 2020 but this was cancelled because of COVID However 
the three some kept up the training and completed it this time 
around. Training took place in local pools, lochs and in the 
sea.

Dave trained for the 1.5k while Robin and Jenny did 3k

Training took place in the swimming pool, the sea and some 
local lochs - no wet suits really needed this year as the 
weather was so good. Sessions at the Girvan beach were 
regular occurrences.

Now the intrepid trio, who are looking forward to next year’s 
event, have invited anyone interested in taking part to get in 
touch.

SUCCESSFUL SEASON 
FOR BOWLERS DESPITE 

COVID PROBLEMS
Barr Bowling club ended its season with the 
traditional Singles competition when Alan Ford 
triumphed over Isobel RIngrose in the final of the 
round-robin competition.

There was a good turnout of bowlers for the final day’s 
play and, given all the problems associated with COVID 
restrictions through the season, the club looked back on a  
healthy number of members attending club regularly 
throughout the season.

Club President, Alastair Wilson thanked all those who had 
shown support for the club and who had worked hard to 
make the bowling days a success.  He particularly paid 
tribute to greenkeeper Alan Ringrose whose untiring effort 
to keep the greens in shape were rewarded with an 
excellent playing surface throughout the season. This was 
no easy task in a summer which saw some of the highest 
temperatures ever recorded and which posed Alan and his 
helpers a real challenge.

Alastair also thanked the ladies in the club who provided 
the hospitality arrangements which have added another 
important social element with various events during the 
season.

Secretary Isobel RIngrose said that COVID had set 
everyone a fierce challenge and she was proud that the 
club had survived for another year despite the ravages of 
the Coronavirus.

No sooner had the members put away their bowls for 
another year, than work began to ensure that next year’s 
greens will be in good shape again to meet whatever 
onslaught of weather comes their way.

Pictured 

Below: Most points won in the season
Anne Hamilton and Alan RIngrose received their prize from 
the President 

Above: Back to work already:
A team of volunteer groundsmen get the surface ready for 
the arrival of tons of fresh soil as work begins the day 
following the final competition. 
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