
 

   The BARROMETER
      Newsletter for the Village of  Barr, South Ayrshire,     Pop. 250             July 2021

As Prominent Organisations Object …

Plans for Village 
Hall are shelved 
Plans to take the Village Hall into community ownership 
and begin a £300,00 upgrade have been shelved after a 
number of village organisations opposed the project.  
Barr SCIO, the body set up to produce projects and plans for 
future village developments announced the decision after 
receiving a joint letter signed by the Chairs of five village 
organisations voicing the concerns of their members and 
saying they did not support the proposal. As a result, a 
“disappointed” SCIO said they had been left with no 
alternative but to pull the project for the time being. 

“Under the rules of a Community Asset Transfer, the 
community had to demonstrate support for the proposals in 
order for it to go forward” said a SCIO spokesperson “and 
clearly there was no consensus which would have allowed 
that to happen.” 

However, there were still hopes that agreement could be 
found to enable a project to go ahead to protect and improve 
the structure and fabric of the building for future 
development. 

SCIO said they accepted that their communications had 
failed to make the case and that COVID restrictions on 
gatherings had presented them with real difficulties in getting 
the message across.

And they have pledged that, once restrictions had been lifted 
and they had time to review the proposal, they would launch 
a “complete and effective” consultation programme with the 
aim of taking forward a project which would have the support 
of the whole village. 

More on this story inside 

Barr Greenspaces
Chairman of SCIO, Alex Tait is looking for volunteers to add to 
his task force which is seeking to develop the unused green 
spaces around the village.  If you want to help, contact Amy, 
the development officer on barrscioprojectofficer@gmail.com

OK, its not the M1 but the recent resurfacing 
of around a half mile of the road leading up to 
the Trails has proved very welcome with the 
many visitors who have been taking 
advantage of the recent fine weather to get 
out of the dreaded lockdown and get a bit of 
exercise. 
Those who have looked out their walking 
shoes have been delighted with the 
improvements to the road surface as they 
head for the start of the Trails. Repairs have 
also been carried out to the  culverts which 
cross the road from the woods to the Gregg 
Burn and hopefully this will prevent flooding 
from damaging the new surface. 
And from the woodcraft going on along the 
banks (below) it looks like the elves are pretty 
pleased too!

mailto:barrscioprojectofficer@gmail.com


The bell has gone for the last time at Barr Primary for its 
popular Janitor, Dixie Sloane who has decided to say goodbye to 
the school he calls “The best wee school in Ayrshire”

 After ten years as its “Janny”, He was “piped off” the premises 
for the last time as the children waved him off.

Dixie said; “It’s been great - one of the best jobs I have ever 
had. Throughout the last 10 years the children and the staff have 
been absolutely brilliant and I’ve enjoyed every moment off my 
time at the best wee school in Ayrshire”

However, COVID lockdowns gave hime more time at home with his 
family and his garden projects and he came to the conclusion 
that its was time for retirement.

Head Teacher Paula Murphy paid tribute to him at a presentation 
of gifts from the school, its pupils and their parents as well as a 
voucher from the Community Association, which also recognised 
his work as Hall caretaker before he headed up the road to the 
school.

Mrs Murphy said ,”Dixie is the embodiment of professionalism.  He 
works hard, takes pride in his responsibilities and nothing is ever 
too much for him.  When asked to do something, he replies with a 
smile and a ‘yes dear’.   

“Dixie’s advice and support has been invaluable and we are all 
better people because of it.  He might not have always passed his 
advice on at the right time or place but it has been appreciated 
nevertheless.  His stories and jokes have entertained and 
informed us, leading to plenty of laughs and shaking of heads.

“You can imagine how difficult he finds it when others don’t live 
up to his high standards.  As much as it was something he had 
waited on for a number of years, the extension and 
refurbishment was particularly difficult.  While the work still 
remains to be signed off, it will have resulted in one of Dixie’s 
most important projects ever and his legacy will forever be part 
of our school and nursery, Thank you.”

She ended with a short poem “Ode to Dixie”


May laughter light your days

And good times never part


May toddies warm your nights

And keep you young at heart


Eat, drink and be merry

Keep healthy, have lots of fun

Here’s to your retirement, Dixie


For life has just begun!


DIXIE CALLS IT A DAY AT “THE BEST 
WEE SCHOOL IN AYRSHIRE”

BARR BOWLERS GET THEIR 
SEASON UNDERWAY

Barr Bowling Club opened on Saturday 1st May with 
strict COVID 19 precautions firmly in place after a visit 
from South Ayrshire Council and risk assessment 
undertaken.

Following a virtual AGM it was decided that Alastair 
Wilson would remain as president for the coming year.  
We have no plans to have competitions but will have 
our annual singles champions game at the end of the 
season.

Membership has increased to 34 and so far we have 
been enjoying our games with no dreaded midgies.  
We had a very successful Burger and Bowl Saturday 
night recently and plans are under way for further 
themed nights.

New members are welcome and we have already have 
had villagers who had never played before but who 
have come back for more.

Club games are every Thursday at 7.00pm and Sunday 
afternoon, play commencing at 2.00pm

WOMEN’S WALKING FOOTBALL

Girvan FC Community Walking Football are looking 
to start up and run walking football sessions at 
Hamilton Park Girvan for ladies of all ages. These 
are the first two of hopefully weekly sessions we will 
run.
People have found walking football to be:
- great fun
- a tremendous way of meeting people
- a fun way of gently getting fitter and improving well 
being
All you need to take part are trainers and casual 
clothes / tracksuit.
Initial sessions will have some light exercise, teach 
you basic skills and finish with a game. Fun and 
enjoyment will be the key to the activities and will 
cater for all ages and abilities.
If you would like more information contact 
Jacqueline Logan by email on 
j.ross.logan@gmail.com or by phone on 01465 
861052.
Visit Girvan FC’s facebook page for news and 
updates on the walking football sessions.



PROS AND CONS OF DEBATE
In their joint letter asking for the asset transfer 
application to be withdrawn, the chairpersons of the 
Community Association, the Quilters, the Upper Stinchar 
Women’s Organisation the Primary School Parent 
Council and the Village Shop and Cafe dealt with a wide-
ranging list of their concerns surrounding the project 
including; Community Support, Construction Planning 
and Budgeting, Fairness of Hire Costs, Viability, 
Negative impact on employment & income, and 
Community Benefit.
They said that they did not believe that there was 
significant community support for the project and that 
income and expenditure projections were extremely 
optimistic.
“Based on our experience of the hall and our community, 
we do not believe the funding goals are achievable” they 
stated.
They could not see an overall benefit arising from the 
proposal and could not accept that the claimed benefits 
outweighed the risks and disadvantages associated with 
it.  They also criticised the manner in which the project 
had been conducted and said there had been a lack of 
consultation throughout.
However, the project gained the support of a wide 
ranging number of people and organisations including 
Cllr Alec Clark who called the scheme “An outstanding 
project at the heart of village life” and who commended 
those who took it forward for their “vision and foresight.”
South Ayrshire Paths Initiative offered “full support” and 
said they would assist in offering outreach programmes 
and travel and outdoors initiatives when the transfer had 
been completed.
The village’s Bike Club and Bowling Club were among 
those who also gave it the “thumbs up”.
Letters are available to view on social media at: 
www.barrvillage.co.uk/development  and 
www.facebook.com/barrcommunityscio

Bikers’ Bask in Barr
A group of 34 riders from the VC Glendale Cycle 
club in Belfast were glad of the facilities of the 
hall recently when they stopped for a breather 
during their run over the “Ayrshire Alps,” At the 
same time, another smaller group from the Ayr 
Burners arrived in the village and took their 
refreshments at the Village Shop & Cafe. 
A partnership from the Shop and the Community 
Association ensured that they were all well fed 
and watered by the time they got back on the 
road. They were very appreciative. 

NATIONAL TRUST TICKETS

With summer holidays now here we would like to 
remind villagers that the BCA have National Trust 
of Scotland tickets available, They are valid for all 
Trust properties not just Culzean Castle. 

Book in advance with Jenny Craig 861614.

What to do with the Hall? - a long standing village issue 
The issue of the ownership of the village hall has been a fractious one for more than 10 years after South 
Ayrshire Council made it clear that they saw community ownership as the way ahead to maintaining village halls 
throughout the Council area. 
More than one “lively” well-attended public meeting in the hall came to no decision on how to take the matter forward with concerns 
around the cost of running the hall and its future upkeep and whether there would be adequate usage to provide funds to meet the 
costs of maintaining the fabric of the building.

More recently, the Barr Parish Development Company was formed as an offshoot of the Community Council to examine how available 
funding could best be used for the benefit of the community. A comprehensive house to house survey was carried out with every 
household contacted and asked, from a number of options, which areas would they wish taken forward. This resulted in the 
successful project to deal with the lack of play park facilities

Leading on from that, a project was undertaken, with professional advice, to identify the most suitable premises for development of a 
social hub and the Hall was identified as best placed for development. The transfer of ownership of the hall and the creation of an 
improved and inclusive sustainable community hub for the benefit of all had clear support from those who responded and a SCIO was 
formed in order to take forward the transfer of ownership as a step towards realising these aspirations with 99 members signing up 
with the newly-formed SCIO.

Architect’s plans were produced and exhibited for a Hall/Hub concept containing licensed premises, catering facilities, meeting rooms 
and adaptable sports areas in a first phase development.

However, relatively recent advice from advisers from the charitable support company, the Creetown Initiative, indicated that, “funding 
for community capital projects is at an all time low” leading to the decision that the ambitious plans should be scaled down for the 
present, concentrating on upgrading the building and facilities at an estimated £300,000 cost.

This is what is now “on hold”.

http://www.barrvillage.co.uk
http://www.facebook.co


COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION NOTEBOOK 

Well, we are half way through another year 
with little happening. As predicted, in the last 
Barrometer, COVID rules put paid to this 
year’s Gala. It is planned that, with the hoped 
for unlocking in August, we will be able to put 
on a village day. No stalls but free food, 
games and a laugh. However, as this relaxing 
of rules has already been put back we have 
yet to book the date. The plan is a weekend 
after the schools have returned. 

We managed our normal Easter Bunny 
deliveries of Easter Eggs to the kids and a wee 
cream tea to our VIPs, many thanks to all who 
helped make this possible. 

On a brighter note, with funding from 
Foundation Scotland, our hall hanging baskets 
have been purchased and you should all be 
enjoying the bright colours. Village volunteers 
have been watering and have also planted the 
other planters round the village. The BCA 
were also able to purchase an extra couple of 
baskets which are adorning the front of the 
village shop. 

We have been allowed to re-open the village 
hall under COVID guidelines. These guidelines 
are available on the village website. Numbers 
are limited and the kitchen is currently not 
allowed to be used. The Stinchar Valley 
Quilters are back but pre-booking is needed if 
you wish to come, contact Liz Copeland on 
861004. 

Finally, two of our committee applied for and 
were successful in getting a grant from SAC to 
provide free summer activities for the young 
people in the village. 

KIDS’ SUMMER EVENTS 

5th July, Orienteering with bacon roll 

9th July, Culzean (minibus transport) 

16th July, Girvan, activities, free bus 
tickets, chips & icecream 

22nd July, LA bowling with supper 
(minibus transport) 

26th July, Heads of Ayr Farm Park 
(minibus transport) 

All activities must be booked. 
Contact Elaine in 07810 710771, 
f o r m s i n s h o p o r c o n t a c t 
felicitycross@ymail.com Children 
must be accompanied by responsible 
adult. 

Carly & Kasia take over at the Shop 
With the imminent departure of Judy Brezinska as 
Manager of Barr Stores, Barr residents Carly Roythorne 
and Kasia Kowalska have been appointed joint 
managers. 
Carly has worked in the shop for three years, the last two as 
Judy’s assistant and Kasia, who moved to Barr nearly two years 
ago, were both delighted to be offered a position and will formally 
take up their posts when Judy retires in August after nine years.

Both reside in the Clachan, Kasia with husband Martin and her 
two children and Carly with a family of two boys and a girl.

Together they are working on a variety of measures which they 
hope will bring in more customers to the shop.

Already they have joined with Ayrshire Market Fresh of Dailly in 
order to offer more locally sourced produce.

Carly said, “Our vision is to provide a more eco friendly service to 
the village by increasing the number of organic products on 
sale .” 

They have begun with the stocking of bottled organic milk from 
suppliers Mossgiel. The bottles are returned for refilling making 
the milk environmentally friendly.

“It’s already proved really popular” said Carly.

Kasia, originally from Poland has a passion for cooking and 
baking and went to West Lothian College for four years to follow 
her dream of being a chef.

Now she is going to produce a variety of her fresh home baked 
items every day which will certainly make for mouth-watering 
mornings at the store.

We’re also hoping to extend the Cafe offer to attract 
opportunities for villagers and visitors alike” she said.

Both are excited about the future for Barr Stores and ready for 
the part they will play in it. “But” said Carly, “Our plans will 
measured and manageable.  Our customers come first and we’ll 
do our very best to meet all their requirements.”


Feet up for Judy
Judy will be around for another 
month having handed over to 

Carly & Kasia already. Then it’s off 
for a well deserved retirement 

especially from Barr’s cold early 
mornings. She confessed to 

wearing 8 layers one Winter’s day

mailto:felicitycross@ymail.com



