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Cooking with
gas again at the
King’s Arms
Even the Carrick Gazette’s Vicky Bone
was pressed into action when the
King’s Arms introduced its new Menus
to an enthusiastic public. Arriving
with family and friends to prepare an
advertising feature for the following
week’s edition, Vicky ventured behind
the bar to have her picture taken with
new proprietor, Jordan Farmery. And
then it was a case of “all hands to the
pumps” as a packed establishment
clamoured for some pre-dinner drinks.
“Barmaid for the evening” Vicky rose
to the occasion to help keep the thirsty
patrons well nourished before they
settled down to sample the best that
the kitchen had to offer. Over 80
guests sat down to a selection of
starters, main courses and sweets
which will feature in the King’s Arms’
menus for the next few months. When
she had managed to escape from her
bar-tending
duties, Vicky
and her
friends
professed
themselves
“delighted”
with the
content and
quality of the
food which
Kassie and
Vicky behind the bar
her helpers
had presented to the assembled diners.
Eighty people had booked to sample
the showcase menu and they were
rewarded with quality fare. In her
piece in the Gazette the following
week, Vicky said. “ If you weren’t
here, you missed a treat”. In saying,
“Hats off to Kassie in the kitchen” she
described the salmon as “beautifully
cooked” while her dining companions
described the Sticky Toffee Pudding as
“the best they had ever tasted”. Vicky
said, “I had a superb night in Barr and
I know that I will be back there soon.
All-in-all, the pub is definitely worth
the trip and the food and the
atmosphere are both warm and
welcoming.” Jordan and Kassie have
been delighted with the progress they
have made in the short time in which
they have been operating. Jordan said,
“The most encouraging thing is the
number of people who are making
return bookings and that augurs well
for the future, so be sure to book ahead
to avoid disappointment.”

Busy end to the
year for the
Community
Association

BARR DEVELOPMENT
COMPANY IS FORMED
The newly-formed Barr Parish Development Company has swung into
action with ambitions plans for the village’s future.
The Company (BPDC) has been formed by the Community Council as a
means of accessing funding for village projects and everyone over the age of
16 who lives in the village and surrounding area is entitled to become a
member. Already more than 180 people have signed up to become members
after an open day in the village hall in September when some of the schemes
which the company hopes to bring forward were outlined.
Currently the Company, which will be registered as a charity, is being run by
the members of the Community Council who will appoint further Directors
from among the community at a later date. The BPDC aims to:

• Aid the provision of recreational facilities which will be
available to all with the object of improving the quality of
village life
• Assist in the development and regeneration of the village
• Promote the education of the community about its
environment, culture, history and heritage
• Take forward environmental improvement and protection
issues including sustainable development and
conservation.
Inside: More details of BPDC plans and playpark scheme outlined at Open Day

“As the nights start to draw in we
can take time to reflect on the year
so far, and I think all will agree one
of the best summers in a while. The
good fortune we have had in the
weather has been reflected in the
health of the Association.
Membership is on the up and we
continue to take forward the ideas of
groups and individuals within ‘The
Barr’ to provide the activities that
you have all come to expect.
There is still lots to come before we
get to the 'back end" of 2013
starting with the Bonfire &
Fireworks Night on Saturday
2nd November - full details are on
the specially designed poster inside
and thanks to the Primary School
for designing it. Thanks too, to Alec
and Johnny Wright for the use of
the field behind the Clachan.
We will be having a Christmas
Craft Fair, on Saturday 23rd
November at 2pm there are still
some stalls available and details can
be sought from any of the BCA
members. On the day Barr Tearoom
will be providing refreshments and
there will be lots of ideas to make
your Christmas shopping that little
bit easier, so come along and
support local talent.This Year we
intend to combine the Lighting up
of the Hall with the School
Nativity Play on Thursday,
December 12th , hopefully
allowing as many of you to attend
both events. Details to follow. Keep
your eyes peeled as you never know,
there might be a visit from the ‘big
man’. After the success of last year’s
VIP Christmas Party, the Wee
Whist is kindly taking on the task
again and the BCA will again look
to organising an additional event in
the New Year giving another 2 for 1
for "our" VIP's. Looking ahead to
next year we intend to set up a sub
Committee in order to give Gala
Day the focus it deserves. The date
is set for Saturday 7th June 2014
so if you have any time or ideas you
would like to commit please get in
touch with any of the Committee.”

Yours Aye
Dave Trotter

Covenanter’s
stone to be
returned to
Kirkyard

Development company’s plans outlined

Village Hall open day hears of
ambitious plans for the future

JANUARY 17, 2012

Following up the successful Open Day at the
Village Hall which was attended by a large
number of residents, and using the feedback,
BPDC is now working hard setting in motion a
series of projects which will form an effective
long term business plan for the Community.
Look out for a new dedicated page which will
shortly appear on the Village web site
www.barrvillage.co.uk. Among the plans:
The historic 17th Century
Covenanter’s stone which
was taken from Barr
Kirkyard has been found
and is to be returned.
The stone was discovered to be
missing after Community
Councillor, Merlin Corbett went
to look at the work being
undertaken to remove a dead
tree and the discovery started a
hunt involving South Ayrshire
Council and the Police which
ended in a stonemason’s yard in
Patna.
And, just over a week ago, South
Ayrshire Council acted swiftly to
recover it.
No notification had been given
to the village or to South
Ayrshire Council that it was to
be taken and, as concerns
mounted, it was revealed that the
stone, commemorating the death
by shooting in 1685 of
Covenanter Edward McKeen,
had been removed, without any
proper authorisation, by the
Scottish Covenanters’ Memorial
Association. Their intention was
to make a replica of it.
After a terse exchange of emails,
an angry but unanimous
Community Council, fired off a
strongly worded letter to them
demanding its return. This was
backed up within days by swift
action by South Ayrshire
Council who recovered the
stone. It is now in Masonhill
Cemetery awaiting a decision on
how it will be returned to Barr.
Merlin said,“We were relieved
when we discovered the
whereabouts of the stone and
are thankful for the support of
and action by the SAC in its
recovery. However, it’s
unforgivable that it should have
been taken from the Kirkyard
without the knowledge or
agreement of the village. and we
continue to make that point most
forcefully to those concerned.”

The Playpark project led by Alex Tait will receive all
tenders for the equipment chosen by the children by the
end of October. The drainage is being addressed with the
Forestry Commission's help and funding applications will
be submitted before the end of the year. Tenders will then
be sought for the Multi Purpose Games Area and
skatepark which will take the next stage forwards.

Dark Skies and Biodiversity is to be celebrated
and Alasdair Currie will be working towards better
marketing of such an excellent asset and inviting us to
learn more as a community. Look out for a dark skies
roadshow on the web site “www.barrvillage.co.uk”
There's lots of work to be done and lots of
energy already going in to the community
Development Coy. Volunteers are much
appreciated and everyone counts. Thank you to
all for your time and ideas. If you still haven't
signed up yet, there are a few slips left in the
Community store!

MORE OLD CROCKS WANTED!

An Energy Clinic will be run by Alex Forsyth and
Hamish Denham during the second week in November.
You are encouraged to bring your energy bills and let
them help you to reduce them. Notification and further
details will be posted on the Web site, on Facebook and in
the shop and hall notice boards.

Trail improvements and developments including
simple viewpoints and benches are being sought and
meetings are taking place with various bodies to work
towards that aim. Negotiations and consultations led by
Rachael Grenter and Merlin Currie will begin in
November in order to research and prepare for funding
applications in the New Year towards a blue route
mountain biking trail.

The Carrick Heritage Trail with Merlin Currie
& Anett Forsyth is well on the way and the sun dial will
have the first stage complete by the end of November.
The artwork will link to the trails and lead to further
creative connections on the walking routes later in 2014.

Young Jamie gets his chance to help
shape the playground of the future which, it is hoped, will be one of the
Company’s first ventures to come to
fruition. Alec Tait will lead the
project.

The Carrick Heritage Trail is now in full swing and any adult
mosaic volunteers are most welcome to drop in to the Wee Gallery
at Kirk Angus on Sundays between 11:00am and 5.00pm. until
further notice. What’s needed now is more colourful china which
the volunteers can work with. Merlin Corbett says “We’ve got lots
of blues and greens and whites but we need a lot more of the
vibrant reds and yellows to make the sun dial stand out”. The
initial inner circle mosaic will be completed by the end of
November by volunteers and the Primary School will be designing
and working on phase two in the Spring through the Primary
School.

The “light show” staged by Alex
Forsyth demonstrated how money
could be saved on electricity bills. A
forthcoming BPDC “energy clinic”
will be examining how it could help
villagers benefit.

Community Council vice Chair,
Merlin, explains the way ahead to
John and Jackie Logan who said
they were “ excited” with what they
saw on the open day.

Out and About
Fighting a
‘Knotty’ weed
problem down
by the river

Dave’s having a ‘whale’
of a time messing about
in boats!
For those of you who don’t know, Dave
Sherry took up sailing in 2010 following a
family holiday to Lanzarote. Since then
the Sherrys have bought their own boat –
a 26ft Yacht called New Dawn - and
Doreen has become a sailing widow! We’ll
let Dave take up the story of his ‘Close
Encounter’.
“Most of my sailing is in the Firth of Clyde,
Arran, Bute, Cumbraes and Loch Fyne where
dolphins and porpoises are a relatively common
sight and you would be unlucky not to see them
on most outings. However, whales are quite a
rarity and it was while sailing with Quinten and
Heather Fyfe in August to Lochranza at the
North of Arran that we had our encounter with

If you’re one of those people for whom Sunday
evening would not be complete without your
weekly dose of the BBC's Country File, you may
have seen the programme in September which
included an item about invasive non-native
species. This mentioned Japanese Knotweed and
showed a group spraying a very large stand of
the plant. Unfortunately we have this plant,
along with Himalayan Balsam, in several areas
along the Stinchar valley which, if left, will take
over large areas to the detriment of our native
plants. Under the Ayrshire Rivers Trust several
local volunteers have been trained in the use of
equipment with the intention of controlling and
hopefully clearing our area of these plants. Since
then, many hours of hard work, cutting and
spraying, have been spent in recent weeks.
Anyone wanting more information about these
plants and other invasive non-native species or
wishing to help please check with the web site;
http://www.ayrshireriverstrust.org/
Barr’s Matt Cross is pictured below busy 'balsam
bashing' this summer. Other volunteers in Barr
are Alan Ringrose and John Bunnett along with
Douglas Faulds.

a pod of Minke whales. There were at least three
that we could verify but we suspected that there
were a few more. We had spotted one crossing
the boat in the distance when, within seconds,
they surfaced right along side on each side of us.
Heather let out an initial shocked scream but,
like the rest of us, soon settled down to marvel at
what we were experiencing close up.
The whales were around the same size as the
boat at 26 to 30 feet long and they stayed close to
us for some minutes while we watched in awe.
I reported the sighting to the Whale and Dolphin
Trust and was amazed to note the variety of
marine mammals which frequent our shores,
from killer whales to the bizarre “sunfish”.
All-in-all, it was a very uplifting experience to get
so close these huge mammals, and I now keep
the camera very close to hand when sailing.”

Dave Sherry

ANOTHER
S.A.N.D.S.
BARN
DANCE
SUCCESS
FOR THE
WRIGHTS

The Wright family and friends brought off yet another great Barn
Dance at Traboyack which was attended by another record crowd and
raised even more money for their favourite charity S.A.N.D.S. The
Stillbirth and Neonatal charity in Ayrshire will benefit by over £7,200
when all the money is in. Still to be added are the proceeds from the
auction of helicopter rides around the area. The new venue for “lift off ”
this year is Kildonan House in Barrhill but, as the Barrometer went to
print, bad weather had delayed the event. Once again, thanks are due to
chopper owner, Northern Ireland contractor, Tom Shields whose pilot
son-in-law, Colin has brought the aircraft over from County Antrim for
the last four years in support of the charity. S.A.N.D.S. organiser in
Ayrshire, Alison McNeill said the charity was extremely grateful for the
efforts of all those who helped to make the barn dance its biggest local
fundraiser.

The Social Scene
IT’S A LIVELY LITTLE PLACE OUR VILLAGE!

Barr says “Farewell”
to Jim and Jean Leil

Jim and Jean Leil have left Barr after an
association with the village lasting more than
50 years.
Friends, neighbours and well-wishers attended a number
of separate events in the month before their departure for
Aberdeenshire where they will be nearer to their family.
Both the Church and the Community Council took the
opportunity to say goodbye to them; their friends in the
Church at a dinner in the Malin Court Restaurant, and
the Community Council at its September meeting and
afterwards in the King’s Arms Hotel where many other
acquaintances were waiting.
Jim and Jean first arrived in Barr while Jim was serving in
the RAF. There he had served alongside John Scott who
left the RAF to return to Barr and open his transport
business. The two had become firm friends and, even
though still serving, Jim, who had met and married Jean, a
Blackpool lass, were regular visitors to the village over the
years with their growing family of three boys. So when Jim
left the Air Force they decided that there was only one
place where they wanted to settle down to civilian life.
So it was that they arrived in Barr in the early 70’s and
immediately got involved in the business and social life of
the village. Jim went to join John Scott’s business while
Jean busied herself in a number of organisation amongst
them the Church Guild, Village Tearoom and Community
Association. Jim got himself elected to the Community
Council, serving it in various posts until his and Jean’s
departure last month for the Aberdeenshire village of
Tarves, near Ellon.
The good news is that they are settling in well to life in
their new village. Although much bigger than Barr, with a
population of around 1600, Tarves has all the normal
ingredients of village life to which Jim and Jean are well
accustomed. There’s a Community Council for Jim to get
involved in (if he feels like it) and a Kirk Guild to keep
Jean busy. As might be expected, they have already made a
number of friends and are busying themselves with settling
into life in their new home and surroundings.
The very best wishes of everyone in Barr go with them
along with our thanks for the tremendous contribution
they both made to our village over many, many years.
Come back and see us sometime.
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Barr Teas get the
kettle on again
After a late start and two trial events it was decided to start
a new committee under the name Barr Teas to take
forward the work of the famous Barr afternoon teas. Our
first event was a very successful "Maw Broon's" afternoon
tea in July followed by the arrival of a party from
B.R.I.C.C. in Ballantrae. An amazing show of floral art
was on display at the Floral Art Competition and
Afternoon Tea and, on
Oor Wullie lends a hand
a truly miserable
September day our second "Maw Broon's Tea” was
supported by enough brave souls to be another success.
At this event we were ably supported by the
community shop who brought along lots of Broons and
Our Wullie books, aprons, mugs etc. to sell. A
fortnight later it was on with the aprons again for the
Ladies Lunch. “Shimmer of Girvan” gave us a great
fashion show and the food seemed to go down well too
- the ladies ate the lot!
After our first two events we were able to present Barr
Community Association with £325 and a further
£1600 will shortly be divided between Barr Parish
Church, Barr School, The Ayrshire Hospice and
Community Action Network, Girvan.
Jean and Jessie admire the floral art
The new committee would like to extend its thanks to everyone who has supported this new
venture and, in particular, our main sponsor for this year Craig Wilson Ltd. However we
have had superb support from the residents of Barr in many ways. Sponsorship, attendance
at events, support from our young waitresses, assistance from the community shop and, of
course, our hall keepers Dixie and Wilma - all joined together to make this truly a
community effort. We are grateful and much encouraged.
Isabel Kay

We hope you have been enjoying the shop’s ad-hoc bread and cake tasting, from celery and cheese bread, chocolate
beetroot cake and mini carrot cakes. This was all in preparation for our visit to Ballantrae Farmers Market on
Sunday 6th October, where we offered a variety of bread and cakes for sale to the general public. We also had a
display of local crafts and artwork which
delighted passers by. If you have any
crafts that you would like to promote in
the shop or at future events phone us on
01465 861221, and we will be pleased
to discuss it with you.
It has be great to see young mums and
their children using the Café as a meeting
point for a cup of tea and a chat. This is
one of the ways in which we have
envisaged the space being used, as a
meeting point for the Community.
Everyone is welcome to stop by for a tea or
coffee and a chat - we look forward to
seeing you.
We also welcome cyclists and walkers into
the Café and have a range of cold drinks
and snacks to refresh their energy levels. We will be offering delicious soup and home made bread for those chilly
Winter days. We have started stocking Chicken Curries and Lasagne, ready-made for you to heat at home or we
can pop them in the microwave for you here in the shop. We all know what a hassle it is fighting our way round
the supermarket during the festive season, and to make your life easier we are offering an ordering system wherein
you can get all your goodies in one place and within a few minutes of your home. And if you are unable to carry
your purchases home we can deliver them for you.
Should you have any special dietary requirements we can access products from Green City on request. They have a
website that you can browse, and we will endeavour to help you with your requirements. A Christmas and New
Year order form will be available in the shop very soon.
CONTACT JUDY OR MIKE ON 01465 861221 IF YOU REQUIRE ANY ASSISTANCE

The
The People Page
WHO’S BEEN UP TO WHAT RECENTLY

Oh Oh Alistair hits the

Tracey’s off
to No 10 ...

Big 3-Oh!

It’s the most photographed door
in the world ... and next month
our very own Tracey Wright will
be walking through it.

Alistair Wilson thought he’d
managed to keep his ‘Big Birthday’ a
secret ... until he got to the King’s
Arms and found a large number of
The "ladies who lunch" gathered in force in Barr in September when 100 of
family, friends and neighbours
them got together to enjoy lunch and a fashion show in Barr Village Hall. It
waiting to celebrate with him. Once
was a double role for some of the ladies who run the "Barr Teas" charity. For
once lunch had been served, they switched to take on the roles of modeling the he got over the shock, Alistair took it
all in his stride and a good night was
array of fashions provided by "Shimmer" of Girvan. Organiser, Isabel Kay
had by all on the occasion of his 30th
said, “We had tremendous support for this event from ladies from all over the
milestone. The Barrometer says,
area and it helped to boost our charity fund. Thanks to all those who helped
“Many Happy Returns, ‘Old’ Boy.”
to make it happen.”

THE LADIES WHO LUNCH

Tracey has been recognised for the
charity work on behalf of SANDS,
the Stillbirth and Neonatal charity of
which Samantha Cameron, wife of
the Prime Minister, is a patron. The
Traboyack Barn Dance has grown
into the charity’s biggest single
fundraising event in Ayrshire and
they have invited Tracey to be one of
their guests at a special Downing St
reception on November 19th. This
year’s dance raised over £7,200.

But Kelsey flees
the country
for her 21st

... and Fionn’s
off to Uni’

We’ll be seeing less of Fionn
Corbett’s infectious smile around
the village now. For she’s off to
the prestigious Glasgow School of
Art to study for a BA (Hons) in
Sculpture and Environmental Art.
Wonder who she takes after? Best
of luck from us all, Fionn and
remember to try to stay within the
lines when you’re doing the
colouring-in!

While Corrie
gets her degree
Corrie Fyfe (right) has graduated
from Aberdeen University with a
Bachelor of Education (BEd)
Honours degree in Primary
teaching. She now works as a
teacher. Congratulations Corrie.

Our local ladies did a great job strutting
their stuff and showing their style on
the catwalk at Barr Teas’ Ladies’ Lunch
held in the Village Hall. After the event
they posed proudly for the Barrometer
camera

Kelsey McKechnie made sure there
were no such birthday surprises in
store for her ... by jetting off to
Spain on the eve of her 21st. And
while Barr shivered, Kelsey (as you
can see from this birthday snap)
along with Mum, Dad, Sister and
boyfriend were sweltering in 80
degrees of Murcian sunshine.
What a great birthday present!
Congratulations Kelsey and Many
Happy Returns.

Macmillan Coffee
morning success
Isobel Wood (left) joined a band of
helpers who helped raise £800.20
for Macmillan Cancer Care at the
annual Coffee Morning held in the
Village Hall. It was organised once
again by Vera Dunlop who was
delighted with the support she
received for the event which took
place in September.

School Report
BARR PRIMARY IS RECOGNISED AS ONE OF THE BEST SMALL SCHOOLS IN RURAL AYRSHIRE

‘Onesie Day’ is a big hit
Type to enter text

‘Home from home’
day at the windfarm
October 11th was designated as ‘Onesie’ day
when pupils paid a donation to allow them to
wear their ‘Onesies’ to school to raise money for
various charities. For the uninitiated, a ‘Onesie’ is
a one piece leisure suit favoured by young people.
Apparently, Justin
Bieber and One
Direction (whoever they
are) wear them. But
those of our readers
who are of WW2
vintage will remember
them as ‘siren suits’ ...
as worn by Winston
Churchill, who even
had a pin-stripe version.
You see kids - there’s
nothing really new!

On with the Shows
The finishing touches are being put to both
Primary School Christmas Shows.
The Nursery Class will be performing their show
in the School Hall on Monday 9th December
at 10.45am.
Then, on Thursday 12th, the main School
Show will take place in the Village Hall
starting at 6.30. This will be combined with
the switching on of the Christmas lights. Don’t
miss them.

Next stop Larne?

In October, the second level class went paddle
boarding with ACE at Girvan Beach (below). This
was their first time trying this activity Everyone
had a great day and would love to do it again.

It must have all seemed a bit familiar when the
Primary School recently enjoyed a trip to
Whitelee Windfarm Visitor Centre. But it was a
valuable learning experience for them for they
have been studying renewable and non-renewable
energy this term.
Whitelee Windfarm is the UK's largest onshore
windfarm and is located on the Eaglesham Moor
just 20 minutes from central Glasgow. It has 215
turbines which can generate 539MW of
electricity, enough to power just under 300,000
homes.
The pupils experienced a range of highly
interactive activities such as: a main activity
workshop, a guided tour of the windfarm and
time in the exhibition area
But, as is very obvious from the photographs they
brought back, the highlight of the day had to be
getting ‘up close and personal’ to one of the huge
wind turbines.

Dates for your Diary
NOVEMBER
Saturday 2nd - Bonfire & Fireworks. 6.00pm. (See advert)
Sunday 10th - Remembrance Day Service 10.45am
Wednesday 20th - Pub Quiz, King’s Arms 7.30 for 8.00pm
Saturday 23rd - 2.00pm Christmas Craft Fair
Saturday 30th - St Andrew’s Day at the King’s Arms

DECEMBER
Monday 6th: Nursery School Show - School Hall 10.45am
Thursday 12th - Primary School Show - Village Hall 6.30pm
Thursday 12th: Christmas Lights switch-on at Village Hall
Saturday 14th: VIP Christmas Dinner. (By Invitation only)
Wednesday 18th - Pub Quiz, King’s Arms 7.30 for 8.00pm
Thursday 26th:Darts and Doms Comp. Kings Arms 2.00pm
Tuesday 31st: New Year’s Eve - Live Music in King’s Arms

JANUARY 2014
Wednesday 1st: New Year’s Day “Dook in the Pot” 12.00
Wednesday 1st: The Barrstools playing at the King’s Arms

Guy Competition in the Hall
at 6.0pm followed by a
procession to the Playing
Field for the lighting of the
bonfire and fireworks!!
Shop open for teas, coffees
and sweets.
Food at the King’s Arms from
7.30.
Burgers, Chilli etc.

CHILDREN WELCOME
HOLLY WREATHS
AVAILABLE FROM 1ST DEC

£8.00 £9.00 £10.00 or £25.00
Type to enter text
(depending on size)

Also Handmade Xmas Cards
personalised for you
£!.50 each

Call Wilma on 861637

WILLIAM GRANT
Plumbing and Heating Engineer

r
r
r
r

Oil and Gas Heating
Gas Safe Registered
Bath/Shower Rooms
Solar Panels
Ask about the Boiler Scrappage Scheme - either oil or gas

Tel: 01465 861234

Christmas at the King’s Arms
Christmas Menu

(available from 2nd December)
Starters
Tomato & Red Pepper soup
Crab & Crayﬁsh wrapped in smoked salmon
Duck & Orange Pate
Mixed Melon Balls
Main
Roast Turkey and the Trimmings
Braising Steak in Red Wine Jus
Pan Fried Salmon
Warm Glazed Ham
(v) Mushroom, Brie, Rocket &
Redcurrant Filo Wraps,
(v) Stuﬀed Red peppers
Sweets
Banofee Pie
Mixed Berry Pavlova
Christmas Pudding
Chocolate Boxes
Tea, coﬀee & mini mince pies
2 Courses £14.95 3 Courses £18.95
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Stuck for a Christmas gift idea for the
person who has everything? Ask us about
our King’s Arms Gift Vouchers

The Back Page
SUCCESSFUL YEAR FOR BOWLERS
DARTS AND
DOMINOES
TEAMS GET
UNDERWAY

Barr’s Bowlers have had one of their most successful years ever. Increased
membership, great weather and some hard-fought competitions made 2013 a
year to remember, as Jackie Logan reports.
The Bowling Club season drew to a close on Saturday 28th September with yet
another a glorious sunny day for the Singles competition. This years competition
saw Dorothy Stewart winning the trophy in the final against Tom Copeland.
Following the competition the members and their partners celebrated with a
wonderful meal and presentation of prizes at the King's Arms, Barr. The whole
day was a great success thanks to Alan and Isobel Ringrose who kept the events
running smoothly.
During the season the club also held a stupendous Pairs competition which was
played on yet another glorious, hot day, but thanks to Doreen Sherry, Elizabeth
McKechnie and their team the bowlers were kept well sustained with fantastic
food & cold beverages - thank you ladies. The competition was won by Steve
Smith and Dorothy Stewart.
The Open Triples competition, although a bit wet, was very exciting and the final
came right down to the wire with “peels” followed by a sudden death play off end.
The team of John McKechnie, Dougie Gordon and John Fleming from Barr
Bowling club did the club proud by winning the very exciting final end - well done
chaps.
The final day brought to a close what was a very successful season for the Bowling
Club. The club’s membership increased by an incredible 50 percent from 20 to 30
members and the lovely Summer weather facilitated great bowling and fun on
Thursday evenings & Sunday afternoons. Throughout the season the successful
running of the Club was down to the tireless efforts of a fantastic team; President,
John McKechnie was greatly supported by Alan & Isobel Ringrose together with a
team of volunteers who provided refreshments, sold raffle tickets and did so much
more during the competitions. All things considered, 2013 was a fantastic season thanks to all of those who made it such a success.
So, here's to 2014. Hopefully it will be bigger & better. If you would like to join
Barr Bowling Club please keep an eye on the Barrometer for 2014 dates. Bowlers
of all levels and ages are welcome - so why don't you give it a try. Come and join
in the fun and have a laugh.

Dorothy Stewart’s successful
year on the greens came to a
fitting conclusion on the last
day of the season when she
won the club’s Singles
Competition. Above: Liz
McKechnie presented her
with her trophy at the Club’s
closing dinner in the King’s
Arms. Main picture: Some of
the members in good spirits
after the final day’s event.

The reopening of the King’s
Arms gave Barr’s darts and
dominoes enthusiasts just enough
time to get themselves organised
for the round of district winter
competitions which are now
underway. The darts men and
women are now back in action in
the Girvan and District Darts
League. They started with two
cup games, winning one, but,
probably due to a lack of closeseason practice, have had only
minimal success so far in the
League competition. The team
of 7 players, captained by Willie
Grant, plays its games against
the eight other teams in the
League on a home and away
basis on Monday nights.
The village’s dominoes team is a
mainly female affair and eight
players are needed from a
healthy pool of 16 to do battle in
the 12 team Girvan and District
League. Their first game,
against Girvan’s Victory Bar, was
a tense affair which went to the
last game with Barr losing out
7-5. Then “Big Mick’s ‘B’ team
came to the King’s Arms where
they beat a depleted Barr team
led by Captain Wilma Gracie.
The dominoes matches are held
on Friday nights and are always
closely contested.
So if you think you’re a dab
hand with the arrows or the
dominoes, why not put your
name forward to join the village
team and take part in their
games. Contact Willie Grant or
Wilma Gracie for details about
how to get involved.
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