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Park is a
swinging
success

Dates for
your diary
November
Saturday 15th (afternoon)
Development Company Open
Day - Village Hall
Sunday 16th 11.00am-3.00pm
Christmas Fayre in Village Hall

Excited local youngsters just couldn’t
wait for the ‘official’ opening of their
super new play park.

Wednesday 19th at 8.00pm
Pub Quiz - King’s Arms
Friday 21st
School Coffee Morning in aid of
Cancer Charities

From the moment the fence came down
they flooded onto the play area and gave a
big “thumbs up” to the new facility.
As expected the 35 metre zip wire proved the
most popular amongst the older kids but the
swings and roundabouts are still the
favourites with the smaller children.
The provision of the £120,000 park at the
Clachan, with its 18 different elements, is a
triumph for Barr Community Council and its
recently formed offshoot, the Barr Parish
Development Company (BPDC) the aim of
which is to progress village regeneration.
The provision of a replacement for the
original park has been on the agenda for over
10 years when wind farm funding was made
available but difficulties over land ownership
and drainage issues stalled various attempts
to move the project forward.
When the BPDC held an open day to get
feedback on various projects, residents
made it clear that the play park development
was well overdue and should be should be a
priority. Harnessing suggestions by Barr
children, Alex Tait was appointed Project
Leader to drive the scheme forward and he
has rightly been praised for his “tenacious
pursuit” of the goal to bring it back to life.
The money for the park has come from
Carrick Futures which has provided over
£84,000 and from Hadyard Hill Community
Benefit Fund who have provided just under
£41,000 for the scheme. In addition, the
Forestry Commission carried out vital and
costly drainage work free of charge. South
Ayrshire Council will maintain the park after
its installation.
At the official opening on Friday 7th
November, BPDC thanked all those who had
helped in the project including;
contractors Wicksteed; SAC’s David Lowden;
Colin Hossack & Lyndy Renwick of Forestry
Commission Scotland; all the village
volunteers and, most importantly, funders
Hadyard Hill Community Benefit Fund and
Carrick Futures.
Pictures P2

Saturday 29th at 9.00pm
Music in King’s Arms - Wah Wahs
Swinging! - the monkey run poses a challenge as the
play park takes off. More pictures on Page 2

...now what’s
next for Barr?

More exciting initiatives could be on
the way to the village after it was
confirmed that nearly a quarter of a
million pounds originally earmarked for
the village hall is still available to
spend.
Now the village is to be asked to contribute
to a discussion about how it should be
used.
The SSE Barr Community Fund, initially
ring-fenced for the acquisition and
development of the village hall, was part of
the original 2006 community benefit
package which accompanied the Hadyard
Hill wind farm project. Following several
attempts to formulate a plan for the Village
Hall the Fund became dormant and its
future became uncertain. However,
following approaches by the community,
SSE has agreed that just under £230,000 of
the fund remains and that it can be utilised
to fund a single strategic project for Barr.
The Community Council will be convening a
meeting in the very near future to allow
villagers to come together and propose,
discuss and decide what type of project we
should use the fund for.
Please watch the notice boards for the date
of the meeting and come along and share
your views.
Before that, Barr Parish Development
Company will be holding another Open Day
in the hall on November 15th which will look
at other development possibilities.
More on Page 2

December
Wednesday10th
Christmas Lunch at school.
Thursday 11th (morning)
School Rag Bag Collection
Tuesday 16th
Nursery Class Nativity – within
nursery time
Wednesday 17th at 8pm
Pub Quiz - King’s Arms
Thursday 18th at 6.30pm
Primary School Christmas Show in
Village Hall and switching on of Xmas
Tree lights
Christmas Day
King’s Arms open from 5.00pm. Bar
only - No food.
Boxing Day at 2.00pm
Pool, Darts & Dominoes Comp.
King’s Arms - Prizes
Hogmanay at 9.00pm
Music in Kings Arms - CODA

January
New Year’s Day at 8.00pm
Music in King’s Arms -Rockapotamus

DOGS ARE STILL A PROBLEM
The issue of dogs causing a nuisance due
to their behaviour and/or noise has been
raised at a number of recent Community
Council meetings. All dog owners are
reminded of their responsibility to keep
control of your dogs at all times, clean up
after them and make all attempts possible
to prevent them from causing a
disturbance, especially during the night.

Open Day will be
another chance to
voice your opinion
The Barr Parish Development
Company is holding another Open
Day in the Village Hall on November
15th following the success of last
year’s event.

Delighted kids flock
to the new play park

JANUARY 17, 2012

The recently successful ballot for the
‘community right to buy’ Dinmurchie,
now allows us to share ideas and
suggestions and discuss those
already gathered for the use and
sustainability of a ‘Centre for
Excellence’. Among current
suggestions are; a market garden,
rural skills, apprenticeships, outdoor
education facilities and
accommodation among others.
The Open Day will look at all the
possibilities and gather feedback from
residents. The proposed Multi Usage
Games Area and Forestry Cycle Trail
will be also be open for discussion
and advice will be available on
household energy saving.
A proposed Heritage project is also
up for discussion, building on the
excellent contributions from
volunteers towards the Barr
Community Human Sun Dial Mosaic.
To this end, any stories, memories
and old photos will be welcome and
the school will be contributing to selfguided leaflets for the Trails with
drawings, tales and poems, linking to
the mosaic in the heart of the village.
The Barr Parish Development Co. is
committed to empowering the
community to influence and manage
their own future and it’s important to
take every opportunity to
communicate its hopes for the future.

Anett steps down
The Treasurer of the Barr Community
Store, Anett Forsyth has written to the
Barrometer to explain the reasons behind
her recent resignation from the post.
Anett says; "I believe that continuing
improvements to the financial structures
of the business are fundamental to the
development of a resilient and
accountable organisation of which we
can all be proud. So, when my fellow
directors were unsupportive of some
changes I had advocated to help bring
this about, I really had no alternative but
to stand down. Nevertheless, I do wish
for a long and successful future for the
Community Store. The volunteers work
so hard to ensure its success and they
are entitled to the support and
involvement of the whole community".
Barr Stores said they were “very sorry” to
receive Anett’s resignation and that they
“greatly appreciated all the hard work
and tireless energy” she had put into
setting up and helping to run it. They
added, “We continue to work closely with
the accountant in ensuring that adequate
systems are in place going forward”.
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More horse
power for
Hannah as she
ditches the

June bids
farewell to
the village

Hannah & Sophie Grater enjoyed a
canter round the village this summer

Until recently, Hannah Grater’s
principle mode of transport (apart
from Mum’s Taxi Co.) has been on
horseback. Along with sister
Sophie she is a keen horsewoman
and a regular at the Ballochbroe
Farm Stables, near Maybole and
both were seen in the summer
taking a gentle trot through the
village. However, Hannah’s now
stepping up a gear after passing her
driving test and becoming the
proud possessor of a full licence.
Now her Ford Ka will convey her to
the West of Scotland University’s
Ayr campus where she has begun
her studies in Primary Teaching.
Well done Hannah - drive safely.

Kathryn steps up
to another degree
KATHRYN WILSON of Nether Barr has graduated from
Edinburgh University in the summer with a PhD. Kathryn is
no stranger to posing for family album graduation pictures
for this is the fourth time she’s achieved academic
excellence in her chosen field. She is already the proud
possessor of a BSc.(Hons), an MA, and an MSc, in various
areas of Research, Drug Delivery and, now, a PhD in
Cardio-Vascular Science. Kathryn is a Research Associate
at the Scottish Pulmonary & Vascular Unit based at
Glasgow’s Western Infirmary & University.

June Graney has said farewell to
Barr after many years in which she
played a full part in village affairs.
June arrived here with daughter
Linda and son-in-law Robert when
they took over the running of the
Kings Arms Hotel. Shortly after
arriving in Barr June met Lawrence
Graney on a night out with friends
and the two later married with June
joining him in their home in the
Clachan. When Linda and Robert
went out to Australia, June and
Lawrence took over running the
pub for a spell. Both June and
Lawrence were huge supporters of
community events - Lawrence at
one time ran a youth football club
in the village and both were keen
and active members of the Bowling
Club. June was particularly active
in the affairs of both the church
and school and was an inveterate
organiser and fundraiser. She
always greeted friends and total
strangers alike with a warm smile
and she will be missed by many in
the village. June has moved to
Glenfarg in Perthshire.

Handcrafted in Barr as “Aye Glass” sets up shop

Angus Corbett

Barr is to have a brand new business with the setting
up of a glass-making gallery by Angus Corbett. With
the support of the Prince’s Trust, Angus will set up
his embryonic business, to be called “Aye Glass” in
his own space at the Barr Wee Gallery in The Avenue
where he will produce handcrafted, beautifully
decorative art glass bowls and plates.
Angus, who trained in Glass Design & Production at
the City of Glasgow College, is excited about his
new venture. He said, "I like working with patterns
and combining contrasting colours to reflect the
client’s response or personality. In that way I can
produce distinctive and unique pieces which are
tailored to their individual tastes.

“I take pleasure in the simplicity of technique in glass
fusing. The sophistication and resulting colour
changes that take place in the kiln can be
unpredictable but always exciting.”
The colours in Angus’s glass do not fade over the
years. They may be displayed in areas where there is
bright sunlight, with no danger of colours being
affected.
It’s another exciting step on Angus’s career as an
artist. Already acclaimed by renowned Scottish
artist Peter Howson, the style of Angus’s abstract
pen drawings were described by Howson as
“vibrant’, rhythmic and pulsating with energy”.
Fine art prints of his detailed drawings are currently
on display and selling well in the Leicester Gallery
'50E' which is looking forward to extending their
representation with his Art glass as it becomes
available.
“Hand crafted in Barr” - Angus’s distinctive and uniquely
designed glassware (left) could soon be in big demand by
discerning connoisseurs.

Quilters hand over charity cheques after raffle success

Barr-based Stinchar Valley Quilters saw a most
successful end to their recent charity raffle
when they handed over £2,300 to good causes
at a ceremony in the Village Hall recently.
Tickets for the chance to win a specially
crafted quilt made by the ladies of the quilting
club went like hot cakes and, as a result, the
three charities chosen to be the lucky
recipients of the money raised each received a

cheque for £770. The money was split equally
between the Breast Cancer charity, Girvan’s
Community Action Network and the Scottish
Air Ambulance. Their representatives were all
delighted to be handed their cheques at a
ceremony in the Village Hall and thanked the
Quilters for their efforts on behalf of their
respective good causes. Organiser, Susan
Trotter thanked everyone who had generously

donated other prizes for the raffle and all those
who had bought tickets. Most of all, she
thanked the ladies of the Quilters club who put
in a huge amount of work to make the quilt
which was much admired as it went on display
throughout the area. “Tea Boys”, Wullie, Jim
and Doug also got a special mention for
helping to keep the wheels of industry turning
in the village hall.

MacMillan Nurses benefit from charity Coffee Morning

NEW COMMUNITY
COUNCILLOR
John Donaldson has stepped forward
to fill the vacant position as a Barr
Community Councillor following the
departure of Jim Leil. However,
another vacancy has now arisen with
the resignation of Alasdair Currie.
BCC Chair, Hamish Denham said;
“Alasdair has worked hard during his
tenure on the Council as the planning
contact and also as a Director of
Carrick Futures. His skills and
knowledge will be greatly missed’.
Another member of the community
has applied for co-option.

The MacMillan Coffee
morning held recently in
Barr village raised a super
£796.30 for the Macmillan
Cancer Support charity.
Vera Dunlop and a band of
willing helpers baked cakes,
sold raffle tickets, donated
prizes, created craft items,
arranged flowers and grew
plants for the event. Teas,
coffees and biscuits were
served to dozens of people
at this popular annual
charity event.
Barr Village
Hall was
buzzing with
generous folk
from all
generations,
from Barr and
beyond.
Everyone
seemed to
enjoy the
chance for a
blether while raising money for a good cause.
Raffle winners were delighted to receive food
hampers, floral arrangements and baskets of fruit.
Pupils and staff from the local Barr Primary School
came along to support the event. Nine lucky pupils
won prizes in the Junior Raffle and all of the
children were treated to free drinks and biscuits.

Above: Vera and friends worked hard to make the event a
success once again this year. Left: Vera presents one the
lucky prizewinners with a floral table decoration. Below: If
there’s no raffle, it can’t be Barr!

Another successful barn dance
The Wright family and friends have staged yet another
successful Barn Dance at Traboyack with another big
turnout helping to boost the coffers of the SANDS
charity by over £7,000. This brings their grand fundraising total over the past six years to an astonishing
£ 35,000. Well done everyone who took part in
another great fund raising event in Barr.

Hallowe’en high jinks

PARISH CHURCH HARVEST FESTIVAL

A good crowd turned up to
the King’s Arms for the
traditional Hallowe’en Party
with many in fancy dress
costumes (above).
Star of the show was 10
months old Ryan Farmery,
son of proprietors Jordan and
Kassie. He was resplendent
in his “Little Chef” uniform
while Mum Kassie just
decided to hit the bottle.
A five piece live band kept
party-goers dancing into the
night.

Barr Parish Church would like to pass on their sincere thanks to
all who supported and/or donated to the Harvest Festival on
Sunday, 19 October. There was a wide array of tins, baked cakes
and fresh produce displayed in the church - thanks to the
Community Store and to Skye Trotter and her friends’ sterling
efforts in collecting donations in ‘the wheelbarrow’ around the
village.
Unfortunately, Mrs June Graney, who previously
organised many of these events, was not able to join us.
However, she does get the 'gold star' for the most food given or was it timing as she was emptying her fridge on her last day
in the village! June you will be greatly missed. Rev. Ian
McLachlan delivered a fitting Harvest Festival family service
which was followed by hearty soup, tea, coffee and biscuits,
kindly put on by generous volunteers and church members. All
the donations were divided between the local food bank and
elderly community members in need of support.

Sharon Trotter

NURSERY CLASS HAS A SPOOKY SNACK

It was a Great Barr Bake Off!
The Village Hall was packed to capacity recently for
the extremely popular Ladies Lunch staged
annually by Barr Teas and attended by a large
number of ladies from the district and
beyond. Following lunch, a cake
decorating display by Carrick Cakes led
to a feverish competition to produce
the best decorated cake. In the end
Judy and Jo from the Community
Store took the honors with their
depiction (right) of how happy
people will be if they come to
live in Barr! This year Barr Teas
have donated; £100 to Barr
School, £50 for the Fireworks
Display, £550 to CAN, to £550 Barr
Church & £550 to the Cleft Lip

and Palate Association.

The Primary School’s Nursery Class enjoyed a
“Spooky Snack” at Hallowe’en. They were all
dressed up for the occasion but what was on
the menu? No one seemed really sure but Mr
Baird says there were definitely no fried
spiders or chewy frog’s legs eaten ... or were
there?
The King’s Arms
Hotel, Barr
CHRISTMAS MENU
Will be available from
Mon. December 1st.
Why not book a
Festive meal for
family or friends?
Just call Jordan or
Kassie on 861230 to
make a booking

The Back Page
SUCCESSFUL YEAR FOR
BARR’S BOWLING CLUB
Jackie Logan’s Annual Report
It is great to reflect on what was a
resoundingly successful year for Barr
Bowling Club. The 2014 season saw the
Club host some great competitions, not
least the British Legion Cup in which
were emerged triumphant against the
other villages, and also take part in the
Carrick League Triples.
The first Club Competition held on
Saturday 26th July was the Open Pairs,
sponsored by the Kings Arms, Barr. The
round robin tournament was well
attended and in spite of the weather, the
rain didn't dampen the spirits. The
winning pair from Barr Bowling Club were
Mark Smith & Gillian Ross, beating
fellow Club players John Fleming &
Dougie Gordon in a close- fought final.
A glorious afternoon at the end of August
saw a triumph for our ladies team in the
Open triples competition. Isobel
Ringrose, Alison Milroy and Jackie
Logan defeated the fellow Barr BC
members, Dougie Gordon, Johnny
McKechnie and John Fleming.
The final club competition of the year, the
Singles, took place on Saturday 13th
September The day was again blessed
with wonderful weather and a great day
of bowls. In a cracking final Gillian Ross
beat Isobel Ringrose, topping off what
has been a great season for the Barr
ladies. The day was followed by an
entertaining evening at the Kings Arms,
where we rounded off the 2014 season
with a celebratory dinner and trophy
presentation.
What a year it has been and now the
work starts in earnest to prepare the
green for the 2015 season, which will
hopefully be as successful and as well
attended as this year. Dates for the 2015
Season will be released early next year,
so keep an eye out for these in the
Barrometer. New members are always
welcome so if you want to give bowling a
try please pop down and join us on a
Thursday evening or Sunday afternoon.

Roll of Honour
2014

Caption Competition

Barr Open Pairs Champions
(Sponsored by the King’s Arms)

Mark Smith and Gillian Ross

Barr Open Triples Champions

Isobel Ringrose, Alison Milroy &
Jackie Logan,

A tense moment captured by the Barrometer at
one of the bowling club’s finals this year. But
what’s being said in the huddle. A prize for the
best caption. Just send your entry in to The
Barrometer, 16 Glenginnet Road for your chance
to win.

CLUB MEMBERS
SAY THANKS

Barr Club Singles Champion

Gillian Ross

Club Points Competition winner

John Logan

Members of the Bowling Club would
like to say thanks to all those who have
helped ensure that the season just past
has been one of the most successful in
its history. In particular to greenkeeper,
Alan Ringrose for all his efforts
preparing the greens and also for his
organisational skills in running the
club’s competitions. Secretary, Isobel
Ringrose also did a sterling job
throughout the season in keeping us all
in order and ensuring good turnouts at
all our home and away competitions.
On the social side there are almost too
many people to thank, but a special
mention to all those who helped keep
members fed and watered and showed
the best of hospitality to our visitors.
Thanks, then, to Jenny Craig, John
Craig, Isobel Wood, Ruth Shreeves,
Maggie Bunnett & Dixie Sloan, to name
but a few for providing the catering
and keeping the
bowlers and visitors
The Barrometer
16 Glenginnet Rd
well fed & refreshed.
Barr,
KA26 9TU
Not least, thanks to
Tel: 01465 861250
our sponsors, Jordan
and Kassie at the
King’s Arms Hotel for
their generosity.

