Another
Great Barr
Gala Day
A bit of “dodging and diving” was needed to
avoid the scattered showers which threatened
to make Gala Day 2013 a bit of a damp affair.
But, in the end, the rain timed its appearance
perfectly and it turned out to be another “day
to remember.”
All the tried and tested ingredients of Galas
through the years were present and a fair
crowd turned out to take part in the
celebrations and to enjoy a family day out.
Once again, the village was looking at its best
as the bunting fluttered in the breeze thanks
to the efforts of the bowling club members.
The day got off to a great start with a record
breaking win in the adult Fell Race by 14
years old Arran Denham. Then it was on to
the procession of floats through the village
and the crowning of the “King and Queen”,

Dylan Ross and Skye Trotter set off at the start of their big day out

P6 pupils Dylan Ross and Skye Trotter who
did a great job in taking their oaths of office in
front of a large crowd in the village hall.
The fire brigade, ambulance service and the
vintage cars turned out to support the day
and the stall along the banks of the Gregg
Water were bustling throughout the afternoon
with eager customers for the various wares
and entertainments on offer.
The hamburgers stall was sold out by mid
afternoon and the tea room did a roaring
trade throughout the day.

In his Chairman’s letter,(Page 2) Community
Association Chairman Dave Trotter thanked
everyone who had helped make the day a
success especially the members of the
Association Committee who, he said, had
shown “unending enthusiasm” for tackling all
the tasks in hand.
“My sincerest thanks goes out to everyone
who gave up their time and energy to make
events such as this go off in true Barr style.
“We couldn’t have done it without you” he
said.

KING’S ARMS BACK IN BUSINESS AS JORDAN AND KASSIE MAN THE PUMPS
Barr’s well-oiled rumour machine wasn’t in
action for very long before the notice board
hit the pavement outside the King’s Arms
announcing that the village’s pub was
under new management.

in operation.” said Jordan. “But as soon as we
get the restaurant up and running, starting with
a tasting evening on 6th September, we’ll be
spreading the message far and wide”.

And Jordan and Kassie Farmery were
revealed as the couple who will take on the
task of reviving the hotel’s fortunes.
On Friday, 19th July the doors of the pub
were opened again and there was a big turn
out of locals to wish them success in their new
venture.

As “live in” proprietors, they intend to
devote all of their energy and resources into
making the hotel a “must visit” establishment in
South Carrick and beyond.
“Our first task was to get the bar open
again so that the village knows that we’re back

“All our food will be home cooked and
we’ll use only fresh ingredients with our lamb
and beef coming from Jordan’s farm where he
will continue to work during the day.Vegetables
will also be locally procured where possible so
frozen produce will be definitely “off the
menu’”.
Behind the bar, Jordan is also thinking of
trying a real ale if there is a demand for it.
He’ll have one available at the September
tasting evening to gauge the response. “It’s
definitely making a comeback and, if it’s what
people want, then we’ll provide it.” he said.
There will be live music once a month and the
Quiz Night is scheduled to make a return.

Initially, bar facilities only will be available
but, as soon as a refurbishment has taken
place, Kassie, expecting a new baby in
December, will don her chef’s apron and the
restaurant will also reopen with an attractive
menu available for would-be diners.
It’s a leap of faith for the recently married
pair but they are determined to make it work
and already have ambitious plans for the
future.

will tempt locals and visitors alike, including
walkers and cyclists who may only want to pop
in for a sandwich or a light lunch.

They aim to get the King’s known
throughout the area by building a reputation for
good country-pub style food, freshly prepared
using locally-sourced produce. When fully
operational, they’ll be offering both a bar and
restaurant menu as well as a breakfast and
‘take away‘ service. Kassie has already been
hard at work on the menu which, she hopes,

Jordan and Kassie have been discussing
a move into the hospitality business for over a
year now and were attracted by the opportunity
to take over the running of the village hotel.
Both are excited but undaunted by the
prospect. “We are very much looking forward
to the challenges ahead. We’ll give it our best
shot.”
The “Barrometer” wishes them the very
best of luck.
See you at the King’s Arms.

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION AND COUNCIL NEWS
‘Working Together
behind the scenes’

News from the
Community Council
Chairman’s Update

Association Newsletter
This year’s programme of events was
well and truly up and running with the
Movie themed Gala day, the run up to
which provided no end of challenges for
the Committee, which as usual attacks
every problem with the same unending
enthusiasm. My sincerest thanks goes
out to everyone who gave up their time
and energy to make events such as this
go off in true Barr style.
The day itself continued to present
challenges in respect of the weather,
which as an eternal optimist, I believe
was actually beneficial to the day. It was
not too hot for the Fell race, the Sun was
out for the Parade, the rain brought
everyone inside for the crowning of the
Queen, sun out again for a bit of
shopping and to top it off the rain came
back at the end of the day to allow us to
clear up and prepare for the evening.
The Gala Dance provided a well-earned
chance for “everyone” to have a beer and
let their hair down after all the hard work
over the preceding weeks. I would like to
extend a big thank-you to everyone who
came along and enjoyed a great bit of
entertainment. The Kids entertainment
went down an absolute storm and we can
highly recommend “Silly Gilly” if anyone
needs their kids entertained for an hour
or two.
The Committee members can only
achieve through support from the village
and it is in this regard we feel that direct
communication between all of the Village
groups will allow all to work together for
mutual benefit and ultimately lead to a
more cohesive approach to forthcoming
Village events. To that end letters have
been sent to all of the groups in the
Village extending an invitation to them to
be represented in the BCA meetings.
Working together and supporting Barr’s
services; pub, shop, post office, church,
school, clubs, Council representatives
and the BCA is a collective responsibility.
Support can be provided in a number of
ways – attendance, presenting ideas,
and last, but not least, active
involvement. If you do have any
suggestions or objections please come
forward and approach us any comments
should be directed to the BCA Chairman
for a formal response. We will continue to
act on your behalf in all aspects of “The
Barr” and, improve our lines of
communication to ensure that all
members of the community can express
opinions that matter so much to us.
Thank you to all participants and
supporters alike – we couldn’t do it
without you.
Yours Aye

Dave Trotter
Chairman

As promised your newly elected
councillors are working hard to
reinvigorate a community company
previously set up by our predecessors.
The purpose of this company is initially to
facilitate a new children's play area and
sports field.

HERITAGE TRAIL
IS TAKING SHAPE
A new Community Heritage Trail will show
visitors a little of the individual character of
Carrick’s different communities. After
consultation on themes, local stories and
cultural icons, the project has now progressed
to the design and implementation stage.
Barr Community Council formed a project
group with the Heritage Trail’s Project leaders,
David Bett Associates & local artists Merlin
Currie & Anett Forsyth who have designed a
Barr Village human sundial which will be
positioned opposite the Village Hall. A flat
embedded mosaic central panel will
incorporate Changue’s footsteps where one
can stand and cast a shadow to tell the time.
Barr residents of all ages are invited to be
involved in the project; measuring up for the
mathematical accuracy of true North & the
markers positions, donating crockery/tiles,
design input from the Primary School children,
installation and further development ideas.
Geo-caching will be incorporated into each
Carrick community contribution, although
without a signal, Barr visitors may have to
download a wee ‘app’ to allow the mapping to
take place as soon as signal is reached. It is
hoped that this will form the first phase in
forming more creative connections and
interest with our local Trails and points of
interest around Barr, i.e. each point of the
timepiece will relate to one of the Trails e.g.
Kirsty’s Cairn, the Devil’s Trail, Fairy Knowe,
Dinmurchie and more. For further information
contact:
http://www.barrvillage.co.uk/news-events/

FACEBOOK PAGE
Barr’s new Facebook page is now
gaining lots of hits (464 for Traboyack Barn
Dance post) You don't need a Facebook
account to visit the Barr Facebook page interest averages around the 100 mark but we
still need another 55 'likes' before we can
merge the old Facebook page with this Web
site one so tell all your friends! Barr Village
Website has had quite a few enquiries from
abroad; people tracing roots with lots of
interest in historic pictures - Anyone who has
old pics of Barr or Barr folk that we can scan to
show on the genealogy page, would be much
appreciated. Link to Facebook is:
https://www.facebook.com/TheBarrVillage

The community company will complement
the Community Council and the
Community Association working in tandem
to take forward community projects. A
community company depends upon the
support of the membership. Your
membership will be our most valuable
asset. In order to launch the company we
propose to hold an open day where we
seek to explain the workings and gather
your input for future projects. Following
this there will be an Annual General
Meeting(AGM). At the AGM it will be for
you, the members, to decide who will take
the company and your ideas forward.
Other ongoing business relates to upkeep
of our popular woodland trails, liaising with
both the Forestry Commission and South
Ayrshire Council.
With regard to the petition received
seeking to halt the proposed planting of a
mainly open planted native broad leaf
woodland with public access and
walkways at Doularg/Traboyack, your
objections have been communicated to
the Forestry Commission and South
Ayrshire Council Planning Department and
await their decision.
Your support is essential and we will
continue to work for you and with you.
With Best Wishes

Hamish Denham
Chairman

IN BRIEF
• The Forestry Commission has been
advised of Trail issues and signage.
Please pay attention to signs as blasting
will be taking place on the Dinmurchie
Trail soon.
• Village signage is being looked at
Carrick wide - further updates when
there is something to report
• The path to the putting green has been
inspected and SAC’s Roads
Department. will be addressing drainage
problems before we can repair it.
• There are leaflets about the Bruce Trail
in the Community Shop along with
updates on the village web site Barr is
on the Trail and will be involved in
further engagement later. in the year

A hectic June for the Primary School
School’s out for Summer ... but

there was a lot to pack in before the holidays
and, as usual our Primary School went at it
full pelt.
The packed June programme began with a
“Health Day” when staff and parents came
dressed in sports wear.
On 12th June, the presentation took place of
a cheque for £1,201.50 to CLIC Sargent
which were the proceeds from the school’s

Heads of Ayr which is a “must see” attraction
these days.

OUR THANKS

Getting on towards the end of the month and
the P5s & 7s went “Coasteering” with ACE.

To David Trotter and Kenny Lorimer for
setting up and holding an outdoor day for
the whole school and nursery back at the
beginning of the year. We learned den
building and survival skills and all had a
fabulous day and we even had hot

Soon it was Gala Day, with the school again
wining the coveted prize for the best float in
the show with their “Action Heroes” display.
Gala King and Queen; Dylan Ross and Skye
Trotter did the school proud before a large
audience in the village hall. Well done to
them.
Then it was into a hectic last week.
There was the school trip to Balchriston
Beach followed the next day by the Sports at
the Clachan Field.
An “Achievement Assembly” was held during
the last week and the ever-popular Barbecue
was enjoyed by the many who came along to
join in the fun before the school closed for
the holidays the following day. There was

sponsored walk.
The following day saw the house competition
winners (Rowantree) head off on a visit to the
Chocolate Factory in Twynholm as a reward
for coming top.

…to all the Rag Baggers who helped us
collect lots of bags and raise £169.50 for
school eco funds. We are willing to
accept Rag Bag throughout the year, so
please feel free to drop off at any time.

The P3 & 4 ACE Beach Challenge was held
the following day. This followed on from
earlier successful challenge days
experienced by the other years in the

CONGRATULATIONS
just the car wash in the playground to get
done before the holidays could really start in
earnest - 7 weeks in the glorious sunshine!
AWARD
We were awarded the DFS Bronze Award,
the first step in becoming a Dyslexia
Friendly School, thanks to the hard work
of Miss Conway and her Parent, Staff and
Pupil Working Party, another well done.

previous month.
It was all hands to the pumps for four hours
of bag packing at ASDA and, a few days
later, the P7s went to Girvan Academy to
watch their School Show, a lively musical
comedy entitled “Back to the 80s” which was
enjoyed by all.

chocolate and sausages!
…to everyone who took part and
supported the Sponsored Walk in aid of
CLIC Sargent. We raised the fantastic
total of £1,201.50

Congratulations to Colin Kemp who won
the MacLaurin Art Gallery Competition
held in April. His “Pyramids in the Sunset”
painting was chosen from all South
Ayrshire Schools and was exhibited in the
MacLaurin Art Gallery. Congratulations
also to Ewan MacKenzie who was
commended for his “Northern Lights”
painting which was also exhibited, along
with all the pupils’ work. Well done!

GOODBYE AND HELLO
We say goodbye to our three P7s who will
leave us at the end of June to move on to
the Academy and hello to our four new
P1s who will be joining us in August
making our school role 27 next year. We
have no new ante-pre school pupils
joining us, so our nursery role will be 4.

The Nursery Class had their own special day
out when they went to the Farm Park at the

Click - what a picture!

Remember the Good Old Days when the Class photograph meant standing

or sitting in a row on the old wooden benches, washed and scrubbed the night before (us not the benches)
grinning like Cheshire cats. This year’s school picture was quite a different affair from days of old. Everyone’s
looking relaxed and informal. Even Dixie’s in it - try keeping him out we hear you say! Top marks then to
Bellshill photographer, John Wilson. Now let’s have a look at YOUR old class ‘photies’ for the next Barrometer. Go
on - you know you’ve still got them!
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Skye and Dylan do the honours in style

Gala Queen and King, Skye Trotter and Dylan Ross did a great job in
performing their ‘Royal’ tasks on Gala Day. Both were looking great for the
occasion and they waved to the crowds as they made their way through the
village to their crowning in the Hall where, to a great ovation in front of a
large audience, they declared the Gala “Well and Truly Open”.

Looking back on a super Gala Day 2013
Gala Day 2013 will hold lots of happy memories for all those who took part and for those who came from near and far to join us in our special
day. Top (Left to right) 1. The SWRI stall; 2,Gala Day wouldn’t be the same without a Wee Whist raﬄe;, 3. Jenny Craig makes a sale, Bottom:
(left to right) 4. The Quilters sew it all up, 5. Bouncy Castle was bustling, 6. “Bling for the Babes” 7&8 The girls head home in the Fell Race.

Outlook is bright for Community shop
FROM THE SHOP COMMITTEE

Barr Community Shop and Post
Office is now in its second year of
trading and, in its third year, will
be depending on its own profits
to keep the business operational.
We are a non profit making company
with any profits being ploughed back into
the shop for the benefit of the
community. Some of our aims are to
provide a friendly customer service and
to offer locally sourced produce and
crafts all year round.
All volunteers, directors and group
members give their time freely. The shop
managers, Judy Brzezinka and Mike
Ross, who are paid only for part time
hours, work above and beyond the call
of duty.
Barr Community Shop and Post Office
has made great strides since the start of
2013 and we have been busy
refurbishing the premises, building a
kitchen area and planning a space to
offer a small café area for our
customers.
The launch of the café took place on
Barr Gala Day, and we were very

NEED A MINI-BUS FOR
YOUR BIG DAY OUT?
The big, dark blue buses are a very familiar sight in
Carrick and beyond and they have now been joined
by a white one!
If you are a community group, sports team or some
other form of constituted group looking for transport
to get you somewhere, you can hire out one of
Carrick Community Transport’s buses. It could be for
a fabulous day out – to the coast, the theatre, a
theme park or a stately home. Or the bus could take
your club to a sports fixture – without the expense of
hiring one of the commercial operators’ buses.

encouraged by the
volume of local
support that we
received. and we are
planning to provide a
focal point for the
community and
visitors alike offering
freshly prepared and
cooked food.
We would like to
invite all members of
the community to our
AGM on Thursday 5th
September 2013,
7.30pm, at Barr
Community Centre, to
hear more of our
progress and plans
for the future.
We hope to hold some more fund-raising
events in the future, and if you have any
ideas or want to get more involved in the
running of the shop then please let us
know. We would be pleased to hear from
you!

CAN has a
number of
volunteer
drivers who
use their own
cars in return
for a mileage
allowance. It
is totally
grant funded
and runs on
volunteer
labour.

ONE FOR
THE REDS
John Bunnett
snapped this
smashing
photograph of a
red squirrel
helping itself to
nuts from the bird
table in his garden
at Whiteknowes.

The group, which is entirely run by volunteers, has
three minibuses, two of which are based in Girvan
and one in Maybole. All are 17- seater but currently
none are wheelchair accessible.
You will need to provide your own driver, but Minibus
Driver Awareness (MiDAS) training is currently not
necessary. If the driver has never driven a minibus of
this size before, the group will ask her/him to drive
over a short course first to get a feel for the size and
the handling of the bus. The driver will, however,
need to have a D1 on his/her license).

CAN could always use more volunteers and
everyone who does volunteer in this way will tell you
how much fun it is and just how much they
themselves get out of it. If you need the services of
CAN or feel that you could volunteer a little of your
time on an occasional basis to do this, you can
contact them on 01465 714060.

Community Action Network (CAN) operates a
voluntary car scheme, based in Girvan, which helps
the people of South Carrick to access hospital
appointments as far afield as Glasgow and
Edinburgh.

Below: Barr artist, Merlin Currie’s visualisation of the Barr
Stores shopping “family” incorporated into her idea for
some new and eye-catching signage.

It is vital we keep the shop, post office
and café open for the future benefit of
the whole community.
Tel: 01465 861221

There is no
fee for using
the service,
but a
donation is
requested –
the amount is
at your
discretion.

Your organisation will have to pay an affiliation fee of
£25 (which lasts for a year). Once you’ve paid that,
the hire of the bus will cost you £15 per day and 70p
per mile for the first 50 miles; 65p per mile thereafter.
This includes all fuel. If this sounds like something
that would fit your needs, ring 01655 882105 for the
Maybole bus or 01465 716621 for the Girvan buses
and someone will give you all the information you
need.

Above: The cafe is already proving popular at the shop.

UP THE TRAILS
The bin has finally been emptied up at the
Trails car park and the Council has agreed to
empty it once a month. If it overflows again
can anyone let the BCC know. Also the
Access officer is in the process of checking
each trail and the Forestry has been notified
about a fallen tree. Any other comments about
the trails to:
communitycouncil@barrvillage.co.uk

A bit of excitement up the “Screws” last month
ended in something of an anti-climax as police
refused to confirm whether or not a man they
apprehended in a helicopter-led hunt involving
armed officers, was in fact carrying a weapon.
However, the next day the Crown Office
announced that a Dalmellington man had
appeared in court charged with Sexual Assault
and two offences under the Firearms Act. So it
looks as though the good old Gazette, and their
aging, but still intrepid, part-time reporter, was
right after all!

WILMA IS NEW
‘RURAL’ CHAIR

GOLD AWARD FOR FIONN
It was a day to
remember for
Fionn Corbett
earlier this month
when she went to
Holyrood Palace to
receive her Duke of
Edinburgh’s Gold
Award. The award
ceremonies were
headed by HRH
Prince Edward with
whom Fionn
managed “quite a
wee chat” according to Mum, Merlin. A clearly
thrilled Fionn is pictured with award presenters;
adventurer, Calum McNicol and comedienne
Jayney Godley.

Wilma Gracie is the new Chair of the Upper
Stinchar SWRI and will lead it through its 85th
birthday year.
The Rural is looking forward to a new season
of exciting meetings, with many interesting
guests. The new timetable starts on Thursday
19th September 2013 at 7pm, with guest
speaker Liz Gregg, who will give a talk on
flower arranging. This will be held in the
small hall at Barr Community Centre. Please
note the earlier starting time.

Jings,
Crivvens,
Help ma
Boab!
It’s
clootie
dumpling
at the
Hall

You are very welcome to attend, either as a
member or as a guest, and you will receive a
warm welcome. The new committee is as
follows
Chair: Wilma Gracie
Vice Chair : Isobel Wood
Secretary: Sue Sweet
Treasurer: Jo Campbell
Press Secretary : Jean Leil
Raffle Organiser: Netta Wilson
Points Secretary: Susan Trotter

A LYRICAL DISCOVERY
The above poem has been handed to the Barrometer
by Christine McCormack. It was found amongst the
belongings of Nancy Agnew's Grandfather (Mr John
McEwen).

Ayrshire Wedding &
Executive Car Hire

Barr Teas came up with a novel idea for
afternoon tea on Sunday 21st July when they got
Maw Broon involved in the affair.
Agnes’s ‘Clootie Dumpling’ was on the menu and
proved a great hit. The Broons themed event
attracted over 100 visitors to village, many taking
advantage of the superb weather for an
afternoon trip to the hills.
Next date in the diary is on Saturday 31st August
when Barr Teas will host a Floral Art Competition
at the Village Hall (See programme below).

07534 571 709

Supporters of the Barr Gala Day

email: ayrshireweddingcars@gmail.com

WEE IVY’S BIG DAY OUT
Little Ivy Cross won’t remember much about her
first Gala Day but it was it was a chance for new
Mum and Dad, Felicity and Matt to proudly show off
the newly-arrived member of heir family. And don’t
they look pleased? Congratulations from all of us.

Arran tames the Fell

Fionn
& Rachael
scale the

Arran Denham hit the
headlines when he romped
to victory in the Gala Day
Fell Race ... in the ADULTS
category!
At 14, Arran is clearly a great
prospect, according to one
race veteran Alastair Noble
of Girvan. Arran’s time of
24’17” over Auchensoul
brought him in ahead of
Girvan Running Club’s John
Goodenough. Not only that,
he accomplished his victory
the day after completing his
Duke of Edinburgh’s Silver
Expedition. Pictured on
right ; Arran heads for the
top; Below: (l) the Adult
prizewinners (r) the Junior
Race line up.

heights

Barr’s Fionn Corbett and Rachael Grenter were among a group of girls
who turned out to support their male counterparts from ACE, the
Adventure Centre for Education, who were taking part in the 3 Peaks
Challenge during which they attempted to scale Britain’s three highest
mountains, Ben Nevis, Scafell Pike and Snowdon. To raise awareness
for the main event, they joined a group of “Girls R Ace” members at
Girvan Harbour who climbed the combined height of the peaks in one
day on a climbing wall. “Girls R Ace” offers young women aged 12-25
living in the Girvan area a chance to try new adventure sports which
can improve their health and their confidence as well as being a great
way to have fun and meet new friends. So if you’re under 25 and
interested, you can contact ACE on 07920 406 982.

GREAT START TO BOWLERS’ SEASON

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
AUGUST
7th Aug: Watch Night Service at South Parish Church,
Girvan presented by Barr Parish Church. Guest soloist,
Francesca Kimberly. All welcome.
31st: Aug: Traboyack Barn Dance 7.00pm - 12.30am
Traboyack Farm. In aid of SANDS charity
31st Aug: Barr Teas - Floral Art Exhibition from 1.30pm
Village Hall

SEPTEMBER
5th Sept: Community Stores AGM, Village Hall 7.30pm
6th Sept: King’s Arms Hotel - Food Tasting Night
7th Sept: Bowling Club Open Triples Competition
15th Sept: Celebrating “Maw Broon’s Afternoon Tea”
19th Sept: SWRI Opening meeting of the season
27th Sept: MacMillan Coffee morning, Village Hall.

OCTOBER
5th Oct. Barr TeasLadies Lunch & Fashion Show by
“Shimmer”

The weather has been a big factor in Barr Bowling Club’s season getting off
to a great start. Going from strength to strength, the membership of the club
has now reached 30 - the highest total for quite a number of years. As a
result, competition is keen on club days (Thursdays at 6.30pm and Sundays
at 2.00pm). Ad hoc Saturday games are quickly arranged if the weather is
fine and the midgies are staying indoors (or wherever it is that midgies
‘chillax’), and these have proved popular.
All greens were in use for the first competition of the
year, the ‘Open Pairs’ with ten rinks taking part
Winners were Dorothy Stewart and Steve Smith
who defeated Alan Ringrose and George Campbell
The Barrometer
in the final.(pictured above with President Johnny
16 Glenginnet Rd
McKechnie)
Barr, KA26 9TU
Following the competition, a superb Italian menu
Tel: 01465 861250
was provided in the Small Hall with
refreshments also available. The next
competition is an Open Triples to be held on
Saturday 7th September and entries should
be in to Isobel Ringrose (861651) by the 4th
of September.
The Club would like to take this opportunity to
thank the Community Council for its support as it
has managed to buy some equipment and also
fertiliser to keep the green in good condition.

