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It’s ‘Children’s
Choice’ as
FINISHING TOUCHES funding for
TO GALA DAY PLANS a super new
playpark is
agreed
THE Barr Community Association is putting the finishing touches to plans for
another bumper Gala Day. Saturday, June 7th has already been earmarked for
the celebration which this year will take on a topical “Commonwealth Games”
theme.

Once again there will be a full programme of
events throughout the day with something for
everyone to enjoy.
One innovation will be the Pet Show which will
take place in the area of
the Putting Green and
it’s hoped that there
will be a good turnout
of youngsters with a
wide variety of their
pets. It’s also hoped
that the Fell Race will
attract runners from
around the area as well
as from the village as
efforts are being made
to contact running clubs
in Ayrshire in the hope
that they’ll come to the
village to take part in the
race over Auchensoul.

Gala Day Programme
Fell Race
10.30 start
Gala Parade
1.30 pm
Stalls open
1.45 pm
Pet Show
3.00 pm
Teas in Village Hall 1.45 pm
King’s Arms open from 9.00 am

Hog Roast in the Beer Garden
Ice Cream and Pizzas in shop

Evening Dance in Village Hall
Music by “Surreal”

(Tickets priced £3.50 (Family £10.00)

Zip wires, climbers and
multiplay units are
heading for the Clachan
THE Barr Parish Development Company is
delighted to announce that their application
for grant funding to build a new play park for
the village of Barr has been successful.

EWAN AND DAVID
TAKE ON ‘ROYAL’
GALA DAY DUTIES
GALA Day organisers faced a “Cinderella”
moment this year when it was realised that,
for what’s thought to be the first time in the
history of Barr Primary, the school doesn’t
have a girl in P6, from whose ranks the
Queen is traditionally chosen. So there
won’t be the traditional crowning of the
Gala Queen this year. Instead, two P6 boys,
Ewan MacKenzie and David Campbell
(above) will take up “Kingly” duties for the
year including declaring the Gala Day
officially open at a Village Hall ceremony
and leading the sports-themed parade
through the streets.

The village has been trying to replace the
dilapidated play equipment for many years,
and the generosity of Carrick Futures and the
Hadyard Hill Community Benefit Fund has
at last made it a reality.
Now the people and children of the village
and visitors will be able to make use of
exciting new play equipment, including a zip
wire, flexiswings, spring mobiles, climbers and
multiplay units.
BPDC is grateful to Carrick Futures and the
Hadyard Hill Community Benefit Fund.
Special thanks also go also to David Lowdon
at South Ayrshire Council, and to the
Forestry Commission, who dug the drainage
free of charge.
More details can be found at

http://www.barrvillage.co.uk/
community/council/play-area
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ANOTHER 50 TURBINES FOR HADYARD HILL?
Scottish & Southern reveal early plans for near doubling of windfarm

JANUARY 17, 2012

Community
Council
Report

• Existing turbines
• Possible new
turbines and site
boundary

SCOTTISH and Southern Energy are
seeking to nearly double the size of the
Hadyard Hill windfarm.
They revealed the first draft of their plans at a
recent exhibition in the Village Hall. In them they
announced that they are currently exploring the
potential for extending the windfarm. If their
application is successful, construction work will
start in 2016 with the new turbines, which will be
bigger than the existing ones, coming on stream in
2018.
But the proposed development is in its early stages
and there will be another opportunity for the
village to comment on the final plans within the
next 12 months once the company’s Scoping
Study, which will deal issues including the impact
on the community and its surroundings, has been
completed. At that stage, the number and exact
locations of the turbines will be detailed.
However, the presentation to the Barr community
has already made it clear that there are likely to be
adverse effects on Barr including;
• Significant traffic congestion on the B734 (the
Screws) due to an increase in HGV and nonHGV traffic resulting in abnormal road wear
and tear. The main route for construction traffic
would be the A77 from the port of Ayr and the
road from Old Dailly to Barr. Traffic would
enter the site from one of the existing access
points on the B734 (adjacent to Penwhapple
Reservoir).
• Potentially significant effects on visual amenity
for tourists and recreational locations will be
fully assessed in the landscape and visual
assessment but SSE says; “There is no evidence
to support the suggestion that the presence of a
wind farm would result in a significant adverse
effect on tourism or recreation resources.”
• The proposed extension would be likely to be
visible from a wide area within the surroundings,
with consequent likely significant effects on the
visual amenity and character of the adjoining
landscape.

However, the company has also outlined possible
benefits accruing from the development. These
include the potential for a temporary and long
term increase in employment opportunities during
construction and operation. Although these are
not likely to be significant, they will be detailed in
the final report.
The extension proposal is located to the East and
partially to the South of the existing wind farm.
(see map). The turbines being considered will be
bigger than those currently in existence at
Hadyard Hill with a proposed tip height of up to
126.5m. (Current heights are 100 - 110 m).
Power generated by the turbines would be
transferred via underground cables to the onsite
sub-station then connected to the national grid at
a point yet to be determined
An Environmental Scoping Report has been
submitted to the Scottish Ministers on 10 February
2014. The scoping process allows statutory
consultees and others to comment on the
proposed development. In forming its opinion, the
Scottish Ministers will seek the views of various
organisations with an interest in the proposed
wind farm, inviting comments on the proposed
scope of works and approach.
Scottish and Southern Electricity expressed
themselves pleased with the turn out at the two
exhibitions in Dailly and Barr at the end of last
month where the local community had the
opportunity to meet members of the project team
and discuss the proposal at the events.
If you did not make it along to the
presentation last month then go to the
Barr Village website at
www.barrvillage.co.uk where the
exhibition boards and comments forms
can be found. Should you have any
questions please contact Noel Cummins,
the Project Liaison Manager, who will
ensure that they will be taken into
consideration during the remainder of
the development process. E Mail him at;
noel.cummins@sse.com

THROUGHOUT the last session the
community council has worked hard to
strengthen links with South Ayrshire
Council. Councilors Clark and Oattes
have devoted much time and effort
supporting our community for which we
are extremely grateful. Recent
improvements include; monthly skips,
additional litter bins, a review of road
safety of Changue, Stinchar and
Glenginnet Roads, trees and shrubs tended
and more timely responses to defects and
repairs to village infrastructure being
reported. In attempt to improve
communication the community council
can now be emailed at
communitycouncil@barrvillage.co.uk
and all members of the community are
welcome to attend the monthly meeting on
the second Thursday of the month where
there is an open forum.
The Human Sundial mosaic opposite the
hall is Barr’s unique contribution to the
Carrick Heritage Trail. Barr has received
accolades on the originality and execution
of the sundial whilst its construction has
fostered a spirit of community
engagement, from preparation of the
ground, donation of china and ceramics to
designing and making and installing the
mosaic panels. The main panel is now
complete and the final panels are being
designed by the children at the school.
The Sundial will be opened on 22nd June.
The community council regularly hears
updates from the nominated Directors of
Carrick Futures (Alex Forsyth & Alasdair
Currie) and Hadyard Hill Community
Benefit Fund (Alexander Tait and William
Dunlop) and this improved the
understanding of how the Community
Benefit Funds work and where funding is
being allocated.
Following the first public consultation for
the proposed Hadyard Hill Extension held
in the hall on 30 April 2014 early
indications from the organisers are that the
community has concerns with regard to
the proposed number of future turbines,
their positioning and the delivery and
distribution of the resultant Community
Benefit Funds. The organisers have taken
your views on board. However, if you have
not provided feedback, forms are available
in the Community Shop and online by
following the link to the proposal on the
Barr Village Website. Please do take the
time to provide your essential feedback by
the deadline of 31 May 2014.
The Community Council are and will
continue to be fully engaged with these
proposals to ensure we get the best possible
result for the community.

Best wishes
Hamish Denham
Chair,
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Peter Howson’s
Praise for Angus

Quilters launch
summer lottery
THE importance of volunteer
services to local rural
communities was recognised
when the Stinchar Valley Quilters
launched their Summer lottery.
The Barr-based Quilters (pictured right)
have been hard at work for the last two
months on crafting a distinctive quilt
which will be the 1st prize.
On the receiving end of their
generosity will be Ayrshire Cancer
Support, the local Community Action
Network volunteer transport service
which offers the elderly and infirm in
the area help in getting to hospital and
health centre appointments and the
Scottish Charity Air Ambulance
Service which is often a vital lifeline
when emergencies strike.
Susan Trotter, the Quilter's President
said "We have had two of our ladies
affected by breast cancer so we have
designed and sewn a predominantly
pink quilt and will be supporting
Ayrshire Cancer Support who will
receive a share of the money raised.
In addition we wanted to recognise the
importance for rural areas of transport
links to vital services which often
people living in the cities take for
granted. So the Girvan CAN
volunteer transport service and the Air
Ambulance were seen as two other
services which also deserve our
support."
It is hoped that the raffle will raise
around £3000 to be shared with the
three charitable causes. The draw
take place at the Gala Day Dance on
June 7th.

Could you be our
next Community
Councillor?

THE new session of the Community
Council started following the AGM on
8th May. Following the retirement of
James Leil the Council is one
councillor short and Chairman,
Hamish Denham, has appealed for any
community members (male or female)
who have some spare time and energy
to apply to be considered for co-option
as a member for the next session.

WILMA SAYS IT
WITH FLOWERS

The Easter message with a
difference at Parish Church
THE Parish Church celebrated Easter with a giant
daffodil cross in the church grounds which was quite a
talking point amongst the many visitors who flocked to
the village during the fine holiday weather on Easter
Sunday. The cross was crafted by Wilma Gracie who is
pictured making some adjustments to her fine floral
display.

THE renowned Scottish artist Peter
Howson has just completed a
300mile walk across Scotland to
raise money for and awareness of
‘Scottish Autism.’ The walk
culminated in an exhibition of
drawings he made en-route at his
final destination, the Maclaurin
Gallery in his home town of Ayr. It
was here that Barr’s Angus Corbett
attended a private view and was able
to chat to Peter, who has Asperger’s
Syndrome, and ask his advice. On
being shown a postcard of Angus’
abstract work, (currently on show in
the Barr Wee Gallery), Peter was
impressed and highly
complimentary, going on to suggest
specific pens Angus should use in his
work. The icing on the cake came
when Peter invited him to visit his
studio to see his own techniques. A
delighted Angus said,“Peter Howson
is an inspiration to me and I felt his
work showed pride in his
achievement.” Howson has so far
raised more than £70,000.00 for
Scottish Autism.

Brian takes young
angler award

BARR’S Brian Scobie scooped a major
angling prize when he became the
Mochram Fishing Club’s Junior
Champion. Brian’s success was
announced at the club’s annual
prizegiving and dinner recently. Brian
has been fishing as long as he can
remember and took the prize after
entering the Mochrum Club’s Open
competition.

Primary & Nursery School

Running a mile in aid of
Sports Relief charity

A smashing day as school
helps complete sun dial

The whole school turned out to run a mile in aid of Sport Relief. First thing in
the morning, Pupils, and staff alike, dressed in a zany costume of their choice,
ran to the Trails car park and back to their desks raising a creditable sum of
money for the charity. They were pictured by the Barrometer before setting off.

PUPILS have now designed the remaining roundels for the
Community Carrick Heritage Trail Sun Dial mosaic and had great
fun smashing the china they brought to school for the purpose.
Special thanks to Dixie who did a 'smashing' job helping! The centre
portion of the sun dial is already in place and volunteers like Merlin
Currie (below) are working on the chosen designs but the children
will all have the opportunity to add their tiles to finish them off before
installation. The official 'reveal' will be on the 22nd June.

Viking Project produced good work
THE Second Level class has produced some excellent work for their Viking
projects such as shields, weapons, helmets, intricate carvings and longboats
made from all sorts of materials – impressive stuff ! They began their project
after the Christmas holidays and beavered away at home to produce their
Viking artifacts. They had to do their own research and demonstrate their work
to the rest of the class.
An expert on Vikings
from ‘History Alive’
visited the school and
brought an authentic
Viking costume to show
to the students. Highlight
of the project was a visit
to the Vikingar
exhibition in Largs where
they saw a large
collection of costumes
and a whole array of
props & armour on
display.

Nursery Class News
WE have recently finished our topic on Pirates and to finish we went a trip
to Girvan Beach. This was a very fun morning where we played in the
sand and the water. We made islands and patterns in the sand.
We are now beginning a new topic about Nursery Rhymes. This began
when we received a letter from Mother Goose asking us to help her rebuild
Nursery Rhyme Land; it was very exciting! To begin we learned about
Little Miss Muffet and Incy Wincy Spider. We have even made some Incy
Wincys of our own and put them on our door. For snack we made spider
sandwiches which were very tasty. After writing back to Mother Goose we
received a reply in which she told us that more characters would be coming
to our nursery.
The nursery is going to begin sending home Story Sacks and Number
Sacks as a home-link activity. These are bags with interesting stories and
fun activities to try together. We hope you enjoy using them.

Swimming Lessons
OUR P5 pupils benefitted from a series of ten swimming lessons at Maybole
swimming pool. They finished with a fun session and managed to earn
themselves a swimming badge each. Well done to all of them!

For this year’s Micro Tyco challenge we
united the clans! Pupils at Barr and Barrhill
entered the entrepreneurial competition as
one team. They used their one pound initial
investment wisely and through various
activities and events managed to turn their
£1 into £498.60.

K-NEX Challenge for P6
Ewan and David were our school
representatives for the Girvan cluster
K-Nex challenge. They were tasked
with designing and building a vehicle
with K-Nex that could hold a bottle of
water. Our wee team won and they
now go onto the next stage of the
competition! Well done boys.

Fundraising Events
Sunday 22nd June: Barr Teas have kindly offered our
Parent Council the opportunity to participate in helping
with the Sunday Teas to help raise money for school funds.
A Car Boot Sale will also be taking place – more
information regarding timings and costs to be advised.
Thursday 26th June: End of term school BBQ will be held
at the school. All members of the Community are invited
along to this very successful event. Timings and costs will
be advertised closer to the date.
Saturday 30th August : The School Car Wash will take
place at Girvan Pet Shop’s car wash, which is next to their
pickup facility at the corner of Wilson Street and Duff
Street in Girvan, between 10am and 4pm. Please bring your
cars along to keep the parents and pupils busy!

Around the village

Barr Teas put the kettle
on again for summer
THE beautiful weekend weather brought the Easter crowds flocking to the
village where Barr Teas staged their first event of the year. Organisers had
been hoping for around 100 visitors to take advantage of the fine weekend
to come to the village and sample the home made cakes and scones on offer
at the village hall. In the event, around 150 hungry and thirsty day trippers
as well as locals turned up looking
for a 'cuppa' and the volunteer
staff were hard pressed
throughout the afternoon
keeping pace with the steady
stream of visitors.
At one stage it looked as though
the larder was going to be bare
as the scones began to run out
but in the end, everyone went
away well-fed and well satisfied.
Though not open on every
Sunday, Barr Teas will be getting
the kettle on again when the
vintage tractors roll into to
support them. The Ayrshire
Vintage Tractor and Machinery
Club members will be in the
village on Sunday, May 25th and
teas will be served from 1.00pm .

Covenanter’s stone
is to be returned to
the Barr Kirkyard
THE historic Covenanter’s stone, which went
missing from Barr Kirkyard almost a year ago
has been recovered and repaired and will be
reinstated to its historic place on 21st May at
1.00pm. This will bring to an end the saga of
the missing stone, which was removed without permission by a wellmeaning conservation group. After detective work by South Ayrshire
Council, it was tracked down to a stone mason’s yard in Cumnock and
seized by SAC officials. A restoration project was set in hand and the
stone has been carefully restored by conservator, Graciela Ainsworth.
Deputy Chair of Barr Community Council, Merlin Currie, who has been
heavily involved in the search for the stone and the efforts to recover it
paid tribute to SAC’s, Lizzie Linton for her help. Merlin said; “We will
take the opportunity to formally thank Lizzie for her unparalleled
patience and relentless support in recovering the stone which has a huge
significance for our local heritage.”

STINCHAR VALLEY QUILTERS - OPEN DAY

Barr Community Shop
at Ballantrae Market
BARR Community Shop and Café attended
Ballantrae Farmers Market on Sunday April 27, the
day was blustery and cold, but very enjoyable. Judy
Brzezinka, Sue and Ricky Sweet helped to man the
stall. We had a variety of goods on display , from
delicious home made cakes, quilting crafted in Barr
and handmade cards made in the village. Senior
members of the village enjoy these home made cakes on
a
regular basis in the Café, where we hold a special “get
together” every Tuesday between 11am and 1pm, and anyone who is of
retirement age is welcome to come along and have a cup of tea or coffee and
a slice of cake or a scone for£1.50. We are collecting bric-a-brac for a stall at
Barr Gala, so please bring your unwanted items to the shop or contact Sue
Sweet on 01465 861223/861221 for further information. The shop and café
will be open as usual on the day and we can provide snacks, crisps, cold
drinks, sweets, tea and coffee, together with ice-cream from our brand new
freezer.

Real Ale ‘Beerfest’ coming to King’s Arm’s
REAL ALE is now on tap at the King’s Arms - a move which will
delight craft beer drinkers from all over Scotland.
Jordan and Kassie have been encouraged by
the response to the appearance of a real ale
during the folk festival weekend that they
have decided to make it a permanent feature.
And to celebrate, the ‘Kings’ will be staging a
big ‘Beerfest’ on the weekend of 1st - 3rd
August when they will have no fewer than 6
real ales available for the connoisseurs. The
event will be publicised in the area magazine
for CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) and it is hoped that this will
attract a large number of visitors. Live music will also be ‘on tap.’
Normally, one real ale will be available for drinkers and currently the
Ayr Brewing Company’s. “Jolly Beggars” tipple is on offer. But it is
hoped to source a variety of different ales from all over the country
from time to time.

Saturday Night is
Pizza Night at the Community Shop
Enjoy our tasty Pizzas - Made to order and straight from the oven

Pizza toppings
Margherita

£5.00

Pepperoni

£5.60

Mushroom

£5.60

Plain Chicken

£5.60

BBQ Chicken £5.60

Spicy Chicken

£5.60

Chorizo

Ham & Pineapple

£6.20

£5.60

Extra toppings (60p per selection)

24TH MAY, 10.00 AM - 4.00 PM
BARR VILLAGE HALL

Mushroom, Ham, Plain Chicken, Barbecue Chicken,

Display of hand made quilts, bags and more

Please have your orders in the shop by 4pm on Saturday. (Phone between

See Quilters at work - have a go
Items for sale
“Shimmer” from Gir van
Homemade Teas
Contact Susan Trotter 01465 861655

Spicy Chicken, Chorizo, Pepperoni, Jalapeno

5pm & 6pm to check late availability)

Barr Community Stores
Tel: 861 221

The Back Page
BOWLERS
GET 2014
SEASON
UNDERWAY
ISOBEL Wood is pictured throwing the first
jack of the season as Barr’s bowlers celebrated
the opening of the greens at the beginning of
this month. Isobel did the honours as wife of
this year’s President Alan Wood who welcomed
a good turnout of members to the opening day
of the 2014 season. Greenkeeper Alan
Ringrose had worked hard to ensure that the
greens were ready for the 20 bowlers who
turned up for the opening day’s play and it is
hoped that this augurs well for the future of the
club with an anticipated 30 members joining
this year. Missing from the green side this year
were the rhododendron bushes which have
been drastically pruned during the close
season. It is hoped that this will help to reduce
the ‘midgie’ population which has made life
difficult for bowlers over the years.
For the first time in a umber of year’s the club
has joined the Maybole & District league
competition in which bowlers from around the
Carrick area will compete in a ‘home and
away’ triples competition. It will also compete
in the prestigious British Legion Cup.
Club competitions are held each Tuesday
evening and Sunday afternoons when new
members will be made more than welcome.
Guests are also welcome to play. Membership
of the club is £20.00 (£10.00 for seniors) and
should be paid to Isobel Ringrose who is this
year’s secretary.
Even if you’re saying it with ﬂowers ...

Why not add a hand-made card by

Wilma

Handcrafted greetings cards made
to suit all your special occasions.

Above: Alan Ringrose presents
Isobel Wood with a floral display
after she threw the first jack to
officially open the greens for the
Bowling `club’s 2014 season.

LATE NEWS
THE Bowling Club’s first two games
in the Maybole League ended in
disappointment when both were
lost to Ballantrae.
Barr’s away
team suffered a 20-5 defeat though
the home team’s result was much
closer with the Bsllantrae visitors
winning a close contest by 13 - 11.

THE BARR ‘MAGICIANS’
DOING THE IMPOSSIBLE
WITH A DRY FLY

SOMETIME in May the first Salmon will get
caught in the Stinchar but, as I write, they are still
at sea and there is no point trying for them. The
brown trout which live in the hill and forestry
lochs need a bit of warmth to get them going and
I rarely have much luck with them before the
summer. At this time of year we are after
Rainbows. Big muscular American rainbow trout
grow fast and fight hard. Many lochs and
reservoirs have had rainbow trout stocked in them,
but I always seem to find myself back at
Penwhapple.
Many rainbow trout fishermen, especially those
down south, are confined to nasty expensive little
puddles, teeming with easy fish. Not so here,
where we have a little secret gem of a loch. In
April it is at its most beautiful and its most fickle.
Kestrels are nesting in the trees by the dam and
the grebes have returned to the reed beds. The
moors are thick with nesting curlews and oyster
catchers and when the sun shines the larks sing
constantly. Walking back up the bank one night I
watched an enormous otter slide over the overflow
and followed the trail of bubbles as he swam up
the loch. But when the wind gets up or the rain
comes in off the sea it’s a tough place to fish - cold
and wild.
The village has a couple of
resident magicians who
seem to be able to find
and catch fish at
Penwhapple in ways which
defeat the rest of us. One
in particular seems to have
the most uncanny knack with a dry fly and catches
with it when every book would say it was
impossible. But I am not blessed in that way, I
have to work and work for my fish, but the Loch
has been fishing well enough and I’ve had a few.
If you fish a fly and you haven’t been up yet, see
Ray for a ticket and try. Choose a warm breezy
evening, if you don’t find success then find a
neighbour who has and blag a fish or two for your
tea.

WILLIAM GRANT
Plumbing and Heating Engineer
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Oil and Gas Heating
Gas Safe Registered
Bath/Shower Rooms
Solar Panels
Ask about the Boiler Scrappage Scheme - either oil or gas

Tel: 01465 861234

The Stinchar Stoat

The Barrometer
16 Glenginnet Rd
Barr, KA26 9TU
Tel: 01465 861250

